Samuel Abraham odporicéa / recommends

E§te som nedospel do Stadia, kedy clovek
sam sebe adresuje listy, ale pokuseniu od-
porucat citatelom K&K inspirativnu literatiru
som neodolal. Myslienky C. C. O’ Briena v na-
sledujicom ¢lanku ma prenasledujt uz niekolko
rokov. Dufam, Ze jeho skepsa a beznadej pri bi-
lancovani sveta na konci milénia bude mat na
strankach K&K patri¢ni odozvu.

Vynikajica kanadska rozhlasova stanica
CBC Radio uzZ niekolko desatro¢i uvadza rela-
ciu Ideas, ktora hlavne vdaka producentom
Listerovi Sinclairovi a Petrovi Kavanaghovi pon-
Uka vecer Co vecer kvalitné prednasky a disku-
sie. Raz do roka v novembri ponukaju Ideas ako
celoroéné vyvrcholenie svojej prace pit pred-
nasok jedného autora a oslovuji najvyznamnej-
Sie Zijuce osobnosti.V roku 1994 oslovili irske-
ho Statnika a myslitela Conora Cruise
O'Briena, aby predniesol sériu prednasok na té-
mu Na dsvite milénia. Pri spomienke na tieto
prednasky mi dodnes naskakuji zimomriavky -
O'Brienov hlas, presvedéivost a tprimnost jeho
myslienok mi stale pripominaju, ¢o znamena si-
la slov a intelektu pre nasu kultdru a poznanie.

Conor Cruise O'Brien je vyznamny statnik a spiso-
vatel. Pocas svojej dlhej kariéry posobil v sluzbach ir-
skeho ministerstva zahranicia; ¢len irskej delegacie pri
OSN (v jednom obdobi ako Specidlny poradca
Generalneho tajomnika OSN Daga Hammarskjélda);
¢len parlamentu za irsku Labour Party, neskor ¢len
vlady; séfredaktor londynskeho ¢asopisu Observer.
Autor mnohych knih, vratane Sta’lty Irska; Do Katanga
a spif; a VzneSend melddia: tématicka biografia
Edmunda Burka. Redaktor a prispievatel The Atlantic

Monthly. Prednasa po celom svete na prestiznych uni-
verzitach. Pie tyzdenne do britského The Independent
a do The Irish Independent.

Vybral a pripravil Samuel Abrahdm

have not reached a stage where | would res-

pond to a letter | wrote myself. However, the
temptation to recommend to the readers of
K&K an inspiring text was too high. The
thoughts of C. C. O’Brien in the article that fol-
lows haunt me for several years. | hope that his
scepticism and little hope on the eve of the
Millenium will have much deserved reaction on
the pages of K&K.

An outstanding Canadian radio station,
CBC Radio, for decades now has produced a
program called Ideas which thanks to produ-
cers Lister Sinclair and Peter Cavanagh, every
week day offers excellent lecture series and
discussions. Once a year, in November, Ideas
present as a pinnacle of their endeavor five
Massey Lectures given by one author and they
approach the most prominent thinkers. In 1994
they carried lectures of Irish statesman and
thinker Conor Cruise O’Brien called On the Eve
of the Millenium. | remember these lectures as
something extraordinary - O’Brien’s voice, for-
ce of conviction and the passion of his thoughts
remind me what role words and force of intel-
lect play in our culture and comprehension of
the world.

Conor Cruise O'Brien is a distinguished statesman
and writer. Over a long and varied career, he has ser-
ved in the Irish external affairs office; was a member
of the Irish delegation to the United Nations (at one
point being seconded as a special assistant to UN
Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold); was elected an
Irish Labour Party parliamentarian, later serving in
the cabinet; and was appointed editor-in-chief of the
London Observer. He is the author of many books, inc-
luding States of Ireland: To Katanga and Back; and
The Great Melody: A Thematic Biography of Edmund
Burke. A contributing editor to The Atlantic Monthly,
O’Brien lectures around the world at leading universi-

ties and writes weekly columns for The Independent in
Britain and The Irish Independent.
Chosen and introduced by Samuel Abrahdm
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CONOR CRUISE O’BRIEN

Z knihy: Na tsvite milénia / From: On the Eve of the Millenium
1994, Canadian Broadcasting Corporation a House of Annansi Press, Concord, Ontario

Ui pred nastupom poslednej Stvrtiny dvad-
siateho storocia som sa intenzivne zaobe-
ral predstavou, ako bude vyzerat svet na jeho
konci. Osobitne ma zaujimali moralne a etic-
ké dosledky pre rozvinuti ¢ast sveta a otizka,
aké budu jej vztahy s chudobnym svetom. V e-
seji o Friedrichovi Nietzschem Nezni nietzs-
cheovci, ktora vySla v novembri 1970 v New
York Review of Books, som sa zmienil o tom, ¢o
som oznacil ako ,historické dovody, ktoré by
mohli ozivit nietzscheovsku etiku“. Napisal
som:

»Svet ndm na konci storocias velkou pravdepodob-
nostou vyjavi niektoré svoje desivé stranky. Bohaté
krajiny - ak sa dokdZu navzdjom neznicit - budi es-
te bohatsie, alebo aspori budu Zit vo vi¢som blaho-
byte nez kedykolvek predtym. Chudobny svet sa
viak bude podla vSetkého utipat v rasticom pocte
obyvatelstva, v ludskom vire sebazni¢ujucich pri-
dov, ktorych typickym pripadom a predchodcom
méze byt vojna medzi Nigériou a Biafrou.“

Dovolte, aby som na tomto mieste prerusil
citat a pripomenul cely rad neskorsich podob-
nych udalosti, najnov§ie v Somailsku, v
Rwande a na Haiti. V eseji z roku 1970 som
dalej pisal:

»Vyspely svet moze byt a moze sa aj citit ako uzav-
rety a strazeny palac v meste, ktoré zachvitil mor.
Jestvuje aj ind metafora, ktori rozvinul jeden z
mnohych myslitelov, ovplyvnenych Nietzschem,
André Gide: je nim metafora zachranného ¢Ina na
mori plnom stroskotancov. Obete sa rukami drzia
okrajov &lna. Cln je viak plny, nemdze uz prijat ani
jediného stroskotanca, lebo ak sa ich pocet zvysi,
plavidlo sa potopi a vSetcizahynu. Kapitan rozkaze
vytiahnut sekery. Stroskotancom odtnu ruky.
Pasazieri na ¢lne su zachraneni.”
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Even before the opening of the last quarter
of the twentieth century, my imagination
was at grips with the idea of what the world
would be like at the end of the century. Specif-
ically, I was concerned with the moral and eth-
ical consequences, for the advanced world, of
what its relations would then be with the poor
world. In an essay on Friedrich Nietzsche en-
titled The Gentle Nietzscheans, published in
New York Review of Books in November 1970,
I referred to what I called “historical reasons
why a Nietzschean ethic may come to recom-
mend itself.“ I went on:

“The world by the turn of the century is likely to
present some terrible aspects. The comfortable
countries, if they can keep their hands off one anot-
her’s throats, will be more comfortable, or at least
more affluent than ever. But the poor world is like-
ly to be drowning in the excess of its own popula-
tion, a human swirl of self-destructive currents, of
which the Nigeria-Biafra war may have been a type

and forerunner.“

Let me interrupt that quotation there to
refer to a whole chain of later similar events,
most recently in Somalia, Rwanda, and Haiti.
In that 1970 essay, I continued:

“The advanced world may well be like, and feel
like, a closed and guarded palace, in a city gripped
by the plague. There is another metaphor, develop-
ed by André Gide, one of the many powerful minds
powerfully influenced by Nietzsche: This is the
metaphor of the lifeboat, in a sea full of the survi-
vors of ashipwreck. The hands of survivors cling to
the sides of the boat. But the boat has already as
many passengers as it can carry. No more survivors
can be accommodated, and if they gather and cling
on, the boat will sink and all will be drowned. The
captain orders out the hatchets. The hands of the
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Asi takto funguje logika, ktori uplatiiujeme,
ked' sprisfiujeme nase imigracné zakony a ktora je
priznacna pre charakter nasich vztahov s takzvany-
mi menej rozvinutymi krajinami... Cim sa tato si-
tudcia stiva zrejmejSou, tym je pravdepodobnejsie,
ze bude sposobovat psychologické a moralne tlaky.
Tradi¢na etika si bude vyzadovat ¢oraz vicsie dav-
ky svojej tradinej neodmyslitelnej protilatky -
znacného pokrytectva a kultivovanej lahostajnosti
s istym miniméalnym penzom dobrodinnosti.

Najdu sa v8ak aj Iudia - medzi nimi pravdepo-
dobne aj vplyvni jedinci -, ¢o sa budu usilovat o
moralku vhodnej$iu pre potrebu vzniknutej situa-
cie a, podla okolnosti, by im dovolila zachovat si
éestnost a isté svedomie. Takéto osobnosti sa Iah-
ko mézu obritit k Nietzschemu; nebudu ho ¢&itat v
zjemnenej verzii vedeckého badania z obdobia stu-
denej vojny, ale pre jeho zmrazujicu nelitostnost.
Je viiom dost toho, ¢o ich povzbudi nielen z hladis-
ka vSeobecnej etiky, ale aj jej Specifickych aplikacii.
Nietzsche schvaluje ,zahubenie nepodarenych
ras“. Vo Voli k moci tvrdi aj toto: ,,Velka vicsina
Tudi nema nérok na existenciu, ale st nestastim pre
nadludi. Nepodarencom (den Missrathenen) este
toto pravo nepriznavam. Jestvuju aj ludia, ktori st
nepodarené narody (missrathene Volker)."

Dovolte mi, aby som z perspektivy roku
1994 komentoval dva hlavné aspekty svojho
scenara z roku 1970 pre rok 2000. Odvolivam
sa na vonkajsie okolnosti - tlaky chudobného
sveta na bohaty - a na vnitorny ucinok - mo-
rilne a etické mutacie v bohatom svete, ako
dosledok uvedenych tlakov a inych okolnosti.

V obidvoch ohladoch su obsiahnuté veci,
ktoré som pred dvadsiatimi $tyrmi rokmi
predvidal, ale aj také veci, ktoré som nepred-
pokladal. Javy, ktoré som nepredvidal, ale za-
¢inam ich registrovat v sucasnosti, celkovy
obraz vyrazne zhor$uji v porovnani s mojimi
ocakdvaniami.

Najprv sa zmienim o vonkajsich tlakoch. V
dnesnej dobe - zhruba uprostred posledného
desatrocia druhého tisicrocia krestanskej éry -
posobi natlak najmi v podobe pokusov o po-
hyb obyvatelstva a na druhej strane o ich po-
tlacenie. Ruky sa dotykaji okrajov ¢Ina a kapi-

survivors are severed. The lifeboat and its passen-
gers are saved.“

Something like this is the logic we apply, when
we tighten our immigration laws, and in the gener-
al pattern of ourrelations with the so-called under-
developed countries.... As this situation becomes
more obvious it is likely to generate its own psycho-
logical and moral pressures. The traditional ethic
will require larger and larger doses of its traditional
built-in antidotes - the force of hypocrisy and culti-
vated inattention combined with a certain mini-
mum of alms.

But there will be minds, and probably some po-
werful minds among them, who will go in quest of
a morality more appropriate to the needs of the si-
tuation and permitting, within the situation, both
honesty and a good conscience. Such minds may
well turn to Nietzsche, reading him, not in the
gentle adaptations of Cold War scholarship, but for
his bracing fierceness. There is much there for the-
ir comfort, not only in the general ethic, but also in
specific applications. Nietzsche approves “Annihi-
lation of decaying races.“ He also has this to say in
The Will to Power: “The great majority of men

have no right to existence, but are a misfortune to

higher men. I do not yet grant the failures (den
Missrathenen) the right. There are also peoples that
are failures (missrathene Volker).“

Let me now comment, from the perspec-
tive of 1994, on the two main aspects of that
1970 scenario for the year 2000. 1 refer to the
external aspect - the pressures from the poor
world on the rich world - and the internal ef-
fect - the moral and ethical mutations within
the rich world, in consequence of these pres-
sures, and of other pressures.

In both those aspects, there are things
which I foresaw, twenty-four years ago, and
things which I did not. The things I did not
foresee but begin to see now make the total
picture significantly worse than what I did
foresee.

First, the external pressures. At the pres- .
ent stage near the middle of the last decade of
the second millennium of the Christian Era -
the pressures are mainly received in the form
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tan vydal rozkaz pripravit sekery. Chudobni
Iudia sa snazia pohnit smerom na sever - z
Latinskej Ameriky smerom do Spojenych sta-
tov, zo severnej Afriky do juznej Eurépy. Aj v
Eurépe sa chudobni snazia dostat z Vychodu
na Zapad. Takze zapadna Eurépa musi ustra-
zit dve populacné hrani¢né pasma, zatial co
Spojené staty sa pozeraju na Juh. Spojené sta-
ty st vSak aj atraktivnej$im cielom a ich pred-
stavitelia biji na poplach hlasnejsie ako
Francuzsko alebo Nemecko.

Rétorika Spojenych stitov smerom k tre-
tiemu svetu - a obzvlast smerom k Latinskej
Amerike - zdéraziiuje potrebu podporovat
rozsirovanie demokracie. Ale sposob, akym sa
Clintonova administrativa v roku 1994 vyrov-
nala s pripadom Kuby a Haiti naznacuje, Ze
Spojené §taty maji ovela mensi zaujem o roz-
S$irenie demokracie nez o to, aby v Karibskej
oblasti (a bezpochyby aj v Latinskej Amerike)
fungovali vlady, ktoré budu schopné a ochotné
zabranit vlastnému obyvatel'stvu v migracii na
Sever.

Clintonova dohoda s Fidelom Castrom zo
septembra 1994 bola zaloZena iba na uvolneni
sankcii vo¢i Kube vymenou za opatrenia ku-
banskeho diktitora na zabrinenie dalSej e-
migracie Kubiancov do Spojenych stitov. Tato
pozoruhodna dohoda je uplnym opakom to-
ho, ¢o doteraz hlasala oficidlna politika voci
Kube. Podla predchadzajicej politickej linie
boli utecenci z Kuby do Spojenych statov lud-
mi milujicimi slobodu, utecencami z despo-
tického rezimu. A odrazu sa tyranskému rezi-
mu - ktory sa veru sotva zmenil - fakticky
oznamuje, Ze moze utlacat kolko chce, pokial
dokaze udrzat utlacanych bezpeéne uzavre-
tych v hraniciach Kuby. Tento velky politicky
posun - ktory v Amerike ani nevyvolal vel'ku
diskusiu - je meradlom toho, ako sa prevencia
pred dalSou masovou emigraciou dostala v
praxi - hoci nie v rétorike - na vrchol americ-
kej politickej agendy.

Vojenska intervencia Spojenych stitov na
Haiti v tom istom mesiaci sa viedla pod hes-
lom oslobodenia: Operacia na podporu demo-
kracie (Operation Uphold Democracy) a neskor
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of attempted population movements and the
curbing of those movements. The hands are
on the sides of the boat, and the captain has
the hatchets out. Poor people are trying to
move North - out of Latin America towards
the United States, out of North Africa into
Southern Europe. In Europe, poor people are
also trying to move from East to West. So that
Western Europe has two population frontiers
to man, while the United States looks south-
ward. Yet the United States also has greater
powers of attraction, and the alarm of its au-
thorities is at present even more manifest than
fears in France and Germany.

The rhetoric of the United States towards
the Third World - and especially towards
Latin America - has emphasized the need to
encourage the spread of democracy. But the
cases of Cuba and Haiti, as handled in 1994 by
the Clinton Administration, suggest that the
United States is much less concerned with the
spread of democracy than with having govern-
ments in the Caribbean (and no doubt in
Latin America also) that will be able and wil-
ling to prevent their population from migrat-
ing north.

The deal Clinton did with Fidel Castro in
September 1994 was entirely based on a relax-
ation of anti-Cuban sanctions by the United
States, in exchange for an undertaking by the
Cuban dictator to prevent any further emigra-
tion of Cuban people to the United States.
This remarkable deal is a complete reversal of
what has hitherto been official policy towards
Cuba. Under that former policy, those who
left Cuba for the U.S. were freedom-loving;
people fleeing from an oppressive regime.
Now the oppressive regime - which has hardly
changed - is told, in practice, that it can be as
oppressive as it likes, so long as it keeps those
whom it is oppressing safely confined to
Cuba. This major policy shift - which has not
been seriously controversial in America - is a
measure of how the prevention of any further
mass emigration has risen, in practice, though
not in rhetoric, to the top of the American po-
litical agenda.
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Opericia obnovenia demokracie (Operation
Restore Demacracy). V skutoénosti bol spusta-
cim momentom opericie prichod tisicov hait-
skych utecencov na ¢lnoch na Floridu a pokus
¢i chystany prichod mnohych dalsich tisicov.
Cielom intervencie bolo zabezpeit, aby hait-
ska vlada zabranila dalSej masovej emigracii.
Okolnost, ¢i haitskej vlade, ktora to zabezpe-
¢i, bude predsedat konkrétne prezident Jean-
Bertrand Aristid alebo niekto iny, nepredsta-
vuje vyznamny rozdiel. Jedinymi Haitanmi,
ktori su schopni zabranit ostatnym Haitanom
v emigricii, su ti Haifania, ktorych prezident
Spojenych stiatov tyzden pred intervenciou
verejne odsudil a den pred intervenciou s nie-
ktorymi z nich uzavrel dohodu. Islo o predsta-
vitelov haitského vojenského vedenia a v ich
ramci o tych, ktori nemaji Ziadne zabrany a v
otizkach, ktoré Americanov skutocne zauji-
maju, budi poslichat ich pokyny.

Takych veci na ekonomicky nezaujima-
vom Haiti nie je vela a daleko najdélezitejSou
z nich je zabranit masovej emigricii z Haiti do
USA. Ak by bola na Haiti skutoéna demokra-
cia - ¢o je velmi nepravdepodobné -, uréite by
sa v nej presadilo pravo na emigriciu. Takze
Haiti méze mat demokraticky front s prezi-
dentom Aristidom alebo s hocijakym inym
prezidentom, ale skutoéna moc zostane v ru-
kach favorizovanej Casti haitského vojenské-
ho vedenia, lebo iba na haitské vojenské vede-
nie a jeho osvedéené metédy sa mozno spolah-
nut v otazke zabrinenia emigracie smerom na
sever. A to bolo jedinym reilnym cielom
Opericie obnovenia demokracie.

Ked' som v roku 1970 pisal, Ze ,ku koncu
dvadsiateho storocia budd potrebné coraz
vicsie davky pokrytectva®, netusil som ani
zlomok spominanych udalosti. Rok 1994 sa
ovela viac podoba na Orwellov rok 1984 ako
redlny datum 1984. Opericia obnovenia de-
mokracie je majstrovskym kiskom newspeaku
aj doublethinku.

Vonkoncom nechcem byt protiamericky.
Je pravdou, Ze stupeni amerického farizejstva,
a teda aj pokrytectva, je ovela vyssi, nez si
moze dovolit vicsina Eurépanov, hoci aj Briti

The U.S. military intervention in Haiti
that same month was conducted under slo-
ganry of liberation: Operation Uphold De-
mocracy and later Operation Restore Democ-
racy. In fact, the intervention was triggered by
the arrival in Florida of thousands of Haitian
boat people, and the attempted or projected
arrival of many thousands more. The object of
the intervention was to ensure that a Haitian
government would prevent any further mass
emigration. Whether the Haitian government
that will do this is or is not nominally headed
by President Jean-Bertrand Aristide will
make no substantial difference. The only
Haitians who can keep other Haitians from
emigrating are the Haitians whom the U.S.
president was denouncing in the week before
the intervention, and with some of whom he
did a deal on the day before the intervention.
That is to say, generically, the Haitian milita-
ry leadership and, within that caste, those
elements who know what side their bread is
buttered on and will do what the Americans
tell them in those matters which are of real
concern to the Americans.

There are not many such matters in econo-
mically insignificant Haiti, and by far the most
important of these is the prevention of mass e-
migration from Haiti to the U.S. If there were
a genuine democracy in Haiti - a most impro-
bable proposition - it would certainly vote for
freedom of emigration. So Haiti may well geta
democratic front, with President Aristide or
another in nominal charge, but real power will
remain with a favoured section of the Haitian
military, because only the Haitian military,
and its tried methods, can be relied on to pre-
vent emigration north, the only real objective
of Operation Restore Democracy.

When I wrote, in 1970, that “larger, and
larger doses of hypocrisy” would be required
towards the end of the twentieth century,
I didn’t know the half of it. The year 1994 is a
lot more like Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-four
than the chronological 1984 was. Operation
Restore Democracy is a masterpiece both of
Newspeak and Doublethink.
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st v oboch disciplinach celkom dobri, podob-
ne aj Iri, ktori maji navyse vyhodu prijemné-
ho pocitu nadradenosti voéi britskej odrode
pokrytectva, ktoré je z odstupu viditelnejsie
nez irske. Nech uz su varidcie v miere a v Sty-
loch pokrytectva akékolvek, vsetky bohaté a
relativne bohaté krajiny sa zhoduju v zaklad-
nom bode: Nevpustit si potencidlnych chu-
dobnych emigrantov.

Mozeme si byt isti, Ze franciizska, Spaniel-
ska a talianska vlada vysielaju severoafrickym
vladam podobné signaly - aj ked' nie v tej istej
forme, ale s rovnakym obsahom - ako Ameri-
¢ania do Karibiku a Nemci vlidam na vychod
od svojich hranic. Sprava znie: ,,Urobime o sa
da, aby sme vim pomohli, pod podmienkou,
ze zabezpedite, aby vasi ludia zostali doma.“
A takato politicka linia ma podporu obyvate-
lTov vSetkych bohatych ¢i relativne bohatych
demokracii. Akikolvek demokraticka vlada,
ktora by sa rozhodla prijat nekontrolované
masy chudobnych imigrantov, by okamzite
padla.

Az doposial mame my v bohatom svete ve-
ci usporiadané podla nasich predstav. Ale je to
neudrzatelné. Situicia vokol nas, v ,menej
rozvinutom svete“, ako to nazyva sticasny
medzinarodny Zargon, sa zhorSuje a neustile
sa bude zhorSovat, najréznej$im spésobom,
prinajmenej v prvom storodi tretieho tisicro-
¢ia. Dosledky populaénych ddajov su desivé,
ak ich vnimame priamo a nepocéivame vzde-
lancov, ktori robia vsetko preto, aby vyzneli
neskodne.

V roku 1970, ked som pisal ¢lanok, z kto-
rého tu citujem, sa pocet obyvatelstva zeme-
gule podla medzinirodne akceptovanych $ta-
tistik blizil asi k Styrom miliardim. V tomto
roku to bude priblizne $est milidrd. To je vzo-
stup takmer o dve miliardy v priebehu dvad-
siatich $tyroch rokov: Znamena to priblizne
pitdesiatpercentny narast.

Této miera vzrastu sa mierne zniZuje, ale
vi¢$ina poklesu sa tyka poctu obyvatelstva bo-
hatych krajin. Podla odhadov zo zaciatku roku
1994 sa pocet obyvatelstva ,menej rozvinu-
tych krajin“ pocas nasledujicich tridsiatich
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The point I am making here is not an anti-
American one. It is true that American levels
of self-righteousness, and therefore of hypoc-
risy are significantly higher than most
Europeans can afford - although the British
do pretty well in both lines, and so do the
Irish, the latter with the agreeable sideline of
being able to feel superior about the British
variety of hypocrisy, which is more obvious at
a distance than the Irish one. But whatever
the variations in levels and styles of hypocrisy,
all the affluent, and relatively affluent, coun-
tries are agreed about the basics: Keep out
poor would-be immigrants.

We may be sure that the French, Spanish,
and Italian governments are sending similar
messages - in substance though not in form -
to North African governments as the Ameri-
cans send to the Caribbean, and that the
Germans are sending the same message to the
governments to the east of them. The message
is: “We’ll do what we can to help you, provided
you make sure you keep your people at home.“
And this policy has the support of the peoples
of all the affluent and relatively affluent de-
mocracies. Any democratic government that
decided to accept uncontrolled mass immigra-
tion of poor people would fall immediately.

So far, we in the affluent world are having
things all our own way. But this cannot last.
Things are getting worse out there in “the less
developed world, as the current international
jargon calls it, and they will continue to get
worse, in a variety of ways, throughout at least
the first century of the third millennium. The
implications of the population figures are ap-
palling, if we will just look at them instead of
listening to sophists who do their best to
make them sound harmless.

In 1970, when I wrote the article from
which I have quoted here, the population of the
world, according to the agreed international
statistics, amounted to nearly four billion
people. This year the population amounts to
nearly sixbillion people. Thatis an increase of
nearly two billion people in twenty-fouryears:
an increase, that is, of about fifty percent.
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siestich rokov zdwvojndsobi. Ak sa skuto¢ne vo
velkom meradle zrealizuju opatrenia, ktoré sa
schvilili v Kahire, zdvojndsobenie sa trochu
spomali, ale sotva vyraznejSie. Samotné zni-
Zovanie ndrastu poctu obyvatel'stva je hrozivo
pomalym procesom. Uz sucasny pocet obyva-
telstva zemegule je taky obrovsky, Ze dokonca
aj malé prirastky, ak ich vnimame ako casti
celku, si v absolitnych ¢&islach mimoriadne
velké.

Predstavuje to velky vzostup Iudskej biedy
a hnevu. Bohaté krajiny, ktorych sme sucas-
tou, mozu pravdepodobne este dlhsiu dobu u-
drzat biedu v bezpecnej vzdialenosti, a to pra-
ve robime. Domnievam sa vsak, Ze s nastupom
nového storo¢ia moézeme ocakavat narastaji-
ce problémy s agresiou zvonku. V tejto stvis-
losti moézZu mat tedrie zosnulého Lin Piaa aj
dnes svoje opodstatnenie.

Lin Piao bol vyznamnym ¢inskym marxis-
tickym teoretikom v obdobi Maovho vedenia.
Neskor upadol do nemilosti a Maovi nastup-
covia ho zlikvidovali; to v§ak, samozrejme, ni¢
nepriddva ani neubera na zavaznosti jeho te6-
rii. NajznamejSou sa stala jeho teéria svetovej
revolucie, zaloZena na principe ,vidiek proti
mestu“. Pocas ¢inskej revolucie vojaci, povo-
dom rolnici, najprv ovladli vidiek, aby sa vza-
piti zamerali na mesta, sasti aj tak, Ze ich ne-
chali vyhladovat. V Lin Piaovej teérii svetovej
revolucie treti svet predstavuje vidiek a boha-
té krajiny mestd. Podla uvedeného ¢inskeho
modelu sa mesta na celom svete budi musiet
podrobit vidieku.

V podobe, akd navrhoval Lin Piao, nie je
tato teoéria vierohodna: ,mesta“ bohatého sve-
ta, s ich skladmi preplnenymi potravinami,
nedokaze treti svet nechat vyhladovat, koniec
koncov, sam je zvicsa na pokraji vyhladovenia
a Ciastocne sa drzi pri Zivote pomocou zapad-
nych prispevkov. Vojenské dobytie Zapadu zo
strany tretieho sveta nepredstavuje ani vzdia-
lenu redlnu hrozbu. Lin Piaova celkovi pred-
stava je v§ak pravdiva do tej miery, Ze ndsilné
utoky z treticho sveta proti zipadnym cielom
budi v budiicom storoéi a mozno aj neskér
pravdepodobne narastat.

The rate, of increase has been slowly fal-
ling, but most of the slowing is in the popula-
tion of the affluent countries. According to
estimates made in early 1994, the population
of “the less developed world* will double over
the next thirty-six years. If the kind of measu-
res approved it Cairo are actually put into ef-
fect, on a large scale, the doubling will take a
bit longer, but probably not much longer. The
slowing down of population growth is itself a
frighteningly slow process, and the size of the
population already there is so great that even
small accretions, seen as a proportion of the
whole, are extremely large, in absolute terms.

This represents an enormous increase in
human misery and in human anger. The afflu-
ent countries - of whom you and I are part -
can probably keep the misery at arm’s length,
as we are now doing, for a long time to come.
But I think we may have increasing trouble
with aggression from out there, as the next
century progresses. In this connection the
theories of the late Lin Piao may have some
continuing relevance.

Lin Piao was an eminent Chinese Marxist
theoretician, under Chairman Mao. He was la-
ter disgraced and liquidated under Mao’s suc-
cessors, but that of course neither validates nor
invalidates his theories. He is best known for
his theory of world revolution, around the
concept of “the countrysides“ versus “the cit-
ies.“ In the Chinese Revolution, the peasant-
soldiers first made good their control of the
countryside and then moved in on the cities,
partly by starving them out. In Lin Piao’s the-
ory of world revolution, the Third World is the
countryside, while the affluent areas are the cit-
ies. The cities will be forced to submit to the
countryside throughout the world, following
the Chinese model previously established.

In the form proposed by Lin Piao, the the-
orylacks credibility: “the cities” of the affluent
world, with their abundant stores of food are
not to be starved out by the Third World,
much of which is itself’ on the verge of starva-
tion and kept alive partly by Western contri-
butions. Nor is actual military conquest of the
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Doterajsie utoky pochddzaju vicsinou z
moslimskej strany: Iran, Libya, Syria a z ¢asti
od velkej nezniamej, ktori pozname pod me-
nom PLO (Organizicia na oslobodenie
Palestiny). Chronicka moslimska nevrazivost
vo¢i nepravovernému Zipadu mdze menit
svoju intenzitu a uzemny dopad, ale nie je
pravdepodobné, ze by zanikla, pravdepodob-
ne vzrastie. Pocet moslimskych fundamentali-
stov sa takmer ur€ite zvysi, nielen ¢o sa tyka
ich podielu v rimci moslimského obyvatelst-
va, ale aj z hladiska celého tretieho sveta. Su
velmi uspesni v ziskavani novych veriacich a aj
odmietanie antikoncepcie u fundamentalistov
udrzi rast pérodnosti na ¢oraz vyssej urovni
nez u ich nefundamentalistickych susedov,
nehovoriac uz o bohatom Zapade.

V priebehu budiiceho storocia budi teda
zrejme pribuidat nepriatelské moslimské ak-
cie. Mozu vsak vzniknit iné formy terorizmu,
ktoré ovladnu najprv vlastné izemia, a potom
sa zatnu usilovat o dobytie dalsich. Z nich je
daleko najatraktivnejsi bohaty Zapad.

Ludia v bohatych krajinach maju sklon u-
vazovat o chudobnych z tretieho sveta ako o
nediferencovanej mase. V skutoénosti si getd
tretieho sveta, podobne ako predmestské §tvr-
te v juznej Afrike, centrom zintenziviiujuceho
sa a narastajuceho procesu prirodzenej selek-
cie, ktord vyustuje do vytvorenia obzvlast
destruktivnej vrstvy kriminalnej elity. Nemalo
by to nikoho prekvapit. Tam, kde je malo pra-
covnych prilezZitosti, alebo nie je takmer Ziad-
na praca, su aktivni mladi ludia niteni zame-
riavat sa na zlo¢in. A v tychto podmienkach
bude konkurencia medzi zlo¢incami mimo-
riadne silnd. T, ¢o sa vysvihni na vrchol, bu-
du najtvrdsi z tvrdasov, najsurovsi spomedzi
prefikanych, najprefikanejsi spomedzi surov-
cov a najrozhnevanejsi z nahnevanych. Sku-
to¢na prirodzena aristokracia, ktora sa ¢o do
povodu, nazorov a modelov spravania ani vel -
mi neli§i od lipeznych rytierov v stredovekej
Eurépe a od niektorych neskorsich typov za-
padnej slachty.

Elita tohto druhu nepribida iba v trefom
svete, ale aj vo velkych mestich byvalého
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West by the Third World even a remotely se-
rious possibility. Yet his general idea has truth
in it to this extent; that violent attacks out of
the Third World, against Western targets, are
likely to be on the increase throughout the
next century, and perhaps for a longer period.
The attacks that have occurred so far have
mainly come from Muslim sources: Iran,
Libya, Syria, and various points in the ambi-
guous political nebula known as the PLO.
The inveterate Muslim hostility to the infidel
West may fluctuate in intensity, and vary in
territorial incidence, but it is unlikely to go
away, and will probably increase. Muslim fun-
damentalists will almost certainly grow in
numbers, both as a proportion of the Muslim
population and of Third World population.
They are good at making converts, and also
their rejection of artificial contraception will
keep the fundamentalist fertility rate and
birth rate at much higher - and increasingly
higher - levels than those prevailing among
their non-fundamentalist neighbours, let
alone the affluent West.

Muslim hostility, therefore, is likely to in-
crease in the course of the next century. But
other kinds of terrorists are likely to arise, do-
minating their own districts, and then begin-
ning to look for other worlds to conquer.
Among the other worlds, by far the most at-
tractive prospect is the affluent West.

People in the affluent countries are in the
habit of thinking of the Third World poor as
an undifferentiated mass. In reality the Third
World ghettoes - such as the townships of
South Africa - are the centres of an intensified
and accelerated process of natural selection,
culminating in the creation of a particularly
ferocious criminal elite. This should not sur-
prise anyone. Where there are very few jobs,
or almost no jobs, active youngsters are bound
to turn to crime. And in such conditions,
competition among criminals will be pecu-
liarly intense. Those who rise to the top will
be the toughest of the tough, the most ruthless
among the cunning, the most cunning among
the ruthless, and the angriest among the an-
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Sovietskeho zvizu, ba dokonca vo velkych
mestich na Zapade, predovSetkym v mest-
skych getach, napriklad v Los Angeles. Su to
dravé elity, ktorych cielom je ziskat korist a
moc (a zaroven vyjadrit hnev). Zda sa neod-
vratné, Ze skor ¢i neskor sa skoncentruji na
miestach, kde je koristi a moci najviac, teda v
dominantnych ¢éastiach velkych miest
Zapadu. Na Zapade, aj v inych oblastiach, vy-
tvoria rozli¢né kombinacie skupin kriminal-
nych elit, budi posobit v oblasti priamej lipe-
Ze, prenikni aj do existujucich zlo¢ineckych
$truktir, ako je obchod s drogami a teroristic-
ké vydieranie, azda aj do nukledrneho vydiera-
nia so zariadenim, ziskanym z Ruska. Pre ta-
kéto skupiny to istotne nebude zlozZitejSie nez
pre IRA ziskat velké mnozstvo modernych
zbrani. A lahko mézu zistit, tak ako to rozpo-
znala aj IRA, Ze moderné zapadné vlady sa
rychlo zaskoéené a zlaknuté, ak sa proti nim
pouzije kombinicia terorizmu a vydierania.

Ti, ¢o sa vysSvihnu na vrchol, buda

najtvrdsi z tvrdasov, najsurovsi spo-

medzi prefikanych, najprefikanejsi spo-

medzi surovcov a najrozlmgunejil z
ovanjen.

-ll'r-l

V dnesnej situacii na konci tisicrocia si te-
roristické utoky na zapadné ciele zo zakladni
treticho sveta este stale zriedkavé, zatial naj-
zavaznej$im prikladom bol dtok moslimskych
teroristov na obchodné centrum v New Yorku.
Tlak tretieho sveta sa v roku 1994 pocituje
najmi ako pokusy chudobnych ludi dostat sa
»dnu“ a snaha udrzat ich ,mimo“. V tomto
zmysle sme uz dosiahli stupen, ktory som
predpovedal v ¢lanku z roku 1970, ked som
napisal: ,,O vyspelom svete mozno povedat a
on sa moZe aj citit ako uzavrety a straZeny pa-
lic v meste, ktoré zachvatil mor. “ Utok na pa-
lac z mesta postihnutého morom sa ma iba za-
¢at, ale my uz pocitujeme jeho bezprostredné
nebezpecenstvo.

Venujme pozornost etickym a intelektual-
nym dosledkom etapy, v ktorej sa ocitime
dnes: ,uzavrety a strazeny palac“ v predveéer

0'BRIEN — STRAZENY PALAC / THE GUARDED PALACE

gry. A natural aristocracy indeed, and not so
very different from the robber barons of the
European Middle Ages and some later
Western aristocracies, either in their origins
or in their outlook and patterns of behaviour.

Those who rise to the top will be
toughest of the tough, the most
less among the cunning, the most c
ning among the rumless, and the an
est among the anm IR

There are rising elites of that kind, not on-
ly in the Third World but in the great cities of
the former Soviet Union, and even in the great
cities of the West, especially in the ghettoes of
cities like Los Angeles. These are predatory
elites, formed for the acquisition of loot and
power (as well as for the expression of anger),
and it seems inevitable that sooner or later
they will concentrate on the places where most
of the loot and power are, the dominant sec-
tions of the great cities of the West. Various
combinations of groups of criminal elites - in-
side and outside the West - will be formed
both for outright robbery, muscling in on exis-
ting rackets, such as the drug traffic, and for
terrorist blackmail, including perhaps nuclear
blackmail, with devices acquired from Russia.
In any event, such groups will have no more
difficulty than the IRA has had in getting
their hands on large quantities of modern
weaponry And they may well find, as the IRA
has found, that modern Western governments
are a pretty soft touch when a combination of
terror and blackmail is applied.

At the present stage of the eve of the mil-
lennium, terrorist assaults on Western targets
from bases in the Third World are still rare,
the attack by Muslim terrorists on the New
York Trade Center being the prime example to
date. The Third World pressures, in 1994, are
felt mainly in the form of poor people trying
to get in, and being kept out. In thatsense’we
have already reached the stage foreseen in that
1970 article, when I wrote: “The advanced
world may well be like, and feel like, a closed
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utoku a na sklonku tisicro¢ia. V uvedenej ese-
ji som nepredvidal také typy teroristickych -
tokov, o akych hovorim teraz, ale dostal som sa
aZ po uzavrety a strazeny paldc a jeho etické a
intelektualne désledky. Napisal som vtedy:

»Iradi¢na etika si bude vyzadovat stile vicsie dav-
ky svojej tradi¢nej neodmyslitelnej protilatky -
znacného pokrytectva a kultivovanej Iahostajnosti
s istym minimélnym penzom dobro¢innosti.“

V citovanej eseji som predvidal dost veci o
nasej dnesnej situdcii. Priznavam vsak, Ze som
podcenil rozsah pokrytectva a kultivovanej la-
hostajnosti, aky sme boli na Zapade schopni
stravit neddvno na jesen roku 1994. Opericia
obnovenia demokracie prekonava vsetky do-
terajsie rekordy v oblasti pokrytectva zo strany
médii a kultivovanej lahostajnosti zo strany
verejnosti. Vi¢§ina reportérov a komentitorov
v americkych médiach napriklad pisala a dis-
kutovala o perspektivach obnovenia demo-
kracie na Haiti, akoby demokracia bola cti-
hodnou haitskou institiciou a akoby
Clintonovi islo o jej budicnost. To vietko v
case, ked bolo celkom zrejmé, Ze jeho mys-
lienky sa sistredili vyluéne na vyhliadky de-
mokratickych kandidatov vo volbiach do
Kongresu. Jediné, ¢o prezidenta v suvislosti s
Haiti zaujimalo, bolo Haiti ako volebnd otdz-
ka: aki podobu mozno dat Haiti v o¢iach vo-
licov, ktori nepoznaji a ani sa nestaraji o sku-
toény stav v krajine. Haiti ako problém je v
skuto¢nosti zileZitostou dymovej clony, zrka-
diel a ,$ikovnych poradcov®. (Sikovny porad-
ca, v orig. spin doctor - od to spin a story - po-
skytnit médiam pozitivnu &i priazniva inter-
preticiu nejakej udalosti alebo poburujiceho
vyroku politika. Pozn. prekl.) Skuto¢ni Haita-
nia - v podobe utecencov na ¢lnoch - musia
zostat mimo: mimo kampane aj mimo krajiny.
Opericia obnovenie demokracie bola v sku-
tocnosti Operaciou ndvratu demokratickych
kandidatov. Nemuselo to fungovat, ale bola to
ustredna myslienka; jedind idea.

Vsetci komentitori maji rovnaké infor-
madcie ako vy alebo ja; jednou ¢astou svojho
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and guarded palace, in a city gripped by the
plague.” The assault on the palace, out of the
plague-gripped city, has yet to begin, but we
can already sense its imminence.

Let us now turn to the ethical and intel-
lectual implications of the stage we have now
reached: the “closed and guarded palace,“ on
the eve of the attack and of the millennium. In
that essay, I did not yet foresee the kind of ter-
rorist attacks I have been discussing, but I did
get as far as the closed and guarded palace and
its ethical and intellectual implications. As
I wrote then:

“The traditional ethic will require larger and larger
doses of its traditional built-in antidotes - the for-
ces of hypocrisy and cultivated inattention combin-
ed with a certain minimum of alms.“

I foresaw, in that essay, quite a lot about
our present condition. But I confess that I did
not foresee quite as large doses of hypocrisy
and cultivated inattention as we ingested
throughout the West as recently as the au-
tumn of 1994. Operation Restore Democracy
beats all previous records in the domain of hy-
pocrisy, as have the responses of the media and
the public to that operation, in the domain of
cultivated inattention. In the American media
in particular, most reporters and commenta-
tors have been describing and discussing the
prospects for the restoration of democracy in
Haiti as if democracy were a venerable
Haitian institution, and as if Clinton were de-
voting his mind to its prospects in Haiti, at a
time when it was perfectly obvious that his
mind was exclusively concentrated on the pros-
pects of the Democratic candidates in the
midterm Congressional elections. All that
concerned the president about Haiti was
Haiti-as-an-electoral-issue: that is, what Haiti
can be made to look like to voters who neither
know nor care about the real-life country.
Haiti-as-an-issue is an affair of smoke, mir-
rors, and spin doctors. Real-life Haitians, in
the shape of boat people, have to be kept out:
out of the campaign and out of the country.

-
w
-
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mozgu to vietko velmi dobre vedia. Ked' vsak
pisu pre verejnost, rozmyslaji druhou ¢astou
mozgu: tou, ktora je naladena na vypracivanie
uhladenych fikcii ako chlicholivého placeba
namiesto nelichotivej reality. (Mam na mysli
vii¢Sinu reportazi a komentirov; existuju vsak
aj estné vynimky.)

Ustrednou témou tejto knihy, hoci casto
ukrytou pod povrchom, je budiicnost hlavné-
ho pridu osvietenskej tradicie, ktora bola o-
sou nasej zapadnej kultiry pocas dlhsieho ob-
dobia druhej polovice prive konéiaceho dru-
hého tisicrocia. V tomto ohlade ma viac zne-
pokojuju intelektualne nez morilne aspekty
diskutovaného javu. Hlavnou myslienkou
osvietenstva bolo uplatiiovanie rozumu na
rieSenie situacie ¢loveka. Ako viak mozete u-
platnit rozum, ak su vase kognitivne procesy v
rozklade, alebo si narusené do tej miery, Ze
vam skresluji obraz o Tudskej situacii a vy ma-
te o nej sfalSovanu predstavu?

Zd4 sa mi, Ze hrozivo velka ¢ast sprostred-
kovatelov sprav na konci tisicrodia trpi istym
druhom kognitivnej degenericie, ak uz ne-
predpokladame, Ze vedome klami; nemyslim
si, Ze by to bol tento pripad. Akokolvek sa ve-
ci maju, obraz nasho Zitého sveta, ako nim ho
sprostredkiiva televizia, radio a tla¢, je zvlast-
nou zmesou faktov a fikcie. Fakty, vi¢sinou v
podobe obrazov, su velmi ¢asto desivé. Fikcia
prenikne do komentara a do interpreticie so
silnym nabojom fantizie, zaloZenej na zboz-
nom Zelani, neodévodnenom upokojovani a
naznakoch prirychlych rieseni. Na Haiti sa
obnovila demokracia. Hrozy obcianskej vojny
v byvalej Juhoslivii sa méZu odstranit bom-
bardovanim Srbov alebo ozbrojenim mosli-
mov.

Takéto deformaicie a ilizie nie su vyluéne
vysledkom toho, ¢o méZeme nazvat ,syndré-
mom strazeného palaca®. Podporuje ich stit a
tendencia komunikaénych procesov konca
dvadsiateho storodia: uverejfiovanie velmi
rychlych komunikaénych aktov, prudky sled
meniacich sa senza¢nych obrazov a velmi
kratke intervaly na udrzanie pozornosti. Zda
sa, ze George Santayana intuitivne citil dnes

Operation Restore Democracy was really
Operation Return the Democratic Candidat-
es. It may not have worked, but that was the
idea; the only idea.

All these commentators, being as well-in-
formed as you or I, know all this perfectly well
with one part of their minds. But when they
write for publication, they think with another
part of their mind: one which is attuned to the
elaboration of decorous fictions as reassuring
substitutes for disreputable realities. (I am
speaking about most of the coverage and com-
ment; there are honourable exceptions.)

The central theme of this book, though of-
ten lying under the surface, is the future of the
mainstream Enlightenment tradition, which
has been at the centre of our Western culture
throughout most of the second half of the sec-
ond millennium, now drawing to an end. In
that connection, I am more perturbed by the
intellectual than the moral aspects of the phe-
nomena we have been discussing. The appli-
cation of reason to the human situation has
been the idée maitresse of the Enlightenment.
But how can you apply reason to the human
situation if your cognitive processes have de-
cayed, or been debauched, to such an extent
that you are being presented, and are present-
ing yourself, with a falsified picture of the hu-
man situation?

It seems to me that an alarmingly high pro-
portion of communicators, on the eve of the
millennium, are suffering from some sort of
cognitive degeneration, unless we assume that
they are consciously lying, which I don’t believe
to be the case. However that may be, the pictu-
re of the world we live in that we are receiving -
through television, radio, and the press - is a
curious mixture of fact and fiction. The facts,
mostly in the form of pictures, are very often
horrifying. The fiction comes into the com-
mentary and interpretation, heavily charged
with wishful fantasy, unwarranted reassurance,
and intimations of quick fixes. Democracy is
being restored in Haiti. The horrors of civil war
in former Yugoslavia can be abolished by blow-
ing up Serbs or arming Muslims.
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nastupujicu mentilnu degenericiu, ked varo-
val pred ,,myslou bez obzoru a schopnosti za-
myslenia“. (Veta je sicastou napisu v jedalni
Massey College.) Vsetky zlovestné znaky kon-
ca tisicroc¢ia maju tendenciu vyhnut sa realite,
¢o je typické pre syndrém strazeného palica.

Skutocny stav vztahov medzi rozvinutym a
tretim svetom je taky, Ze pred nim chceme pri-
rodzene uniknit. Ked sa ttek z reality stane
pre jednotlivca zvykom, povazuji ho za du-
$evne chorého. Prili§ mnohi z nés, najmi spo-
medzi nasich tvorcov verejnej mienky, sa tpl-
ne prirodzene vyhybaju realite vo vztahoch k
tretiemu svetu, ba velmi ¢asto aj v inych oblas-
tiach. Narastajica prevaha tychto pomerov o-
hrozuje prezitie osvietenskych hodnét az nich
odvodenych institicii. Jednou z viacerych
mozZnosti, ktorym ¢elime my, privilegovani o-
byvatelia stile viac preludnenej planéty, je
praveisty druh kolektivneho Sialenstva. Méze
ist o dosledok potlacanej viny, najmi na drov-
ni najlepsie informovanych ¢lenov spolo¢nos-
ti, co napokon moze viest ku kolektivnemu
popretiu reality.

Tento desivy désledok nie je ani nevyhnut-
ny, ani chiméricky; je to realna alternativa,
ktora sa da dedukovat iba ako jedna z moz-
nych tendencii, fungujicich na konci tisicro-
¢ia v rozvinutych spoloénostiach. Ak nim ma
zostat nadej na odvratenie takéhoto vyvoja,
musime sa okamzZite zacat vyrovnavat s ten-
denciami, o ktorych som hovoril: s tendencia-
mi civat pred realitou, ktoré sa stali kazdo-
dennym javom nasej kultury.

Na uvod musime zacat radou, aka sa najca-
stejSie dava pacientovi ohrozenému citovym a
mentdlnym zritenim. Musime vykopat nasu
ukrytd vinu a zistit jej rozsah a hranice.
Musime urdit, s ¢im méZeme pohnut a kolko
je toho, ¢o nedokazeme zmenit. Potom musi-
me zacat robit to, ¢o sa dd a naudit sa zit s priz-
nanim si takého stupmia viny, ktory je neoddeli-
telny od situdcie ludi ako sme my, vo svete, v
ktorom prave Zijeme. Vedomé prijatie daného
faktu: musime si striktne odopriet jedovata u-
techu iluzie, lebo kdesi pocas tretieho tisicro-
¢ia zdegenerujeme pod uroven homo sapiens.
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Such distortions and illusions are not enti-
rely a result of what may be called “the guarded
palace syndrome.“ They are favoured by the
state and tendency of the late-twentieth-cen-
tury communications process: featuring very
fast communications, a rapid sequence of var-
ying sensational images, and very short atten-
tion spans. George Santayana seems to have
had an intuition of the mental degenerate now
getting in when he warned against “a mind
without scope and without pause.“ (The phra-
se is part of an inscription in the dining room
of Massey College.) These ominous features of
the eve of the millennium all tend to aggravate
the tendency to flinch from reality which is
characteristic of the guarded palace syndrome.

The reality of the relations between the ad-
vanced world and the Third World has become
such that it is natural for us to flinch from it.
Yet when flinching from reality becomes habit-
ual in the life of an individual, he is found to be
insane. Too many among us, and among our
opinion-formers in particular, are habitual
flinchers in relation to Third World situations,
and often in other ways also. The growing pre-
valence of this condition threatens the survival
of Enlightenment values, and of the institu-
tions derived from these. One of the many
unpleasant possibilities that face us, who are
the privileged inhabitants of an increasingly
overcrowded planet, is that of a kind of collec-
tive madness. This could be the result of sup-
pressed guilt - especially at the level of the
best-informed members of our society - result-
ing eventually in a collective denial of reality.

That ghastly outcome is neither inevitable
nor chimerical; it is a serious possibility which
can be inferred - as a possibility, and no more
- from existing tendencies at work in the ad-
vanced societies on the eve of the millennium.
If we are to have hope of averting such an out-
come, we need soon to begin to reverse the
tendencies I have been considering: the ten-
dencies which are making flinching from real-
ity habitual in our culture.

To begin with, we need to do what a patient
threatened with emotional and mental break-
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Co mézeme urobit pre treti svet je dolezi-
té, ale moznosti si obmedzené. Vicsinu naj-
lepsich aktivit vykonavaju sukromné institd-
cie, ako je Oxfam a Médecins sans frontieres.
Zavery z Kahiry si mimoriadne zavazné. To
najlepsie, ¢o vlastne mozno vykonat, bude
zrejme len zrnkom piesku vo velkej a rozsiru-
jucej sa pusti [udskej mizérie.

V prvom rade nam musi byt jasné, Ze mno-
hi sa mame ¢o citit vinni. Druha vec je, Ze tat-
to vina je neoddelitelnou sicastou nasej exi-
stencie.

Sme skutoéne v situacii ludi v zichrannom
¢Ine, o ktorom som uz hovoril. Ruky sa nata-
hujii po okrajoch ¢Ina a kapitin ich s nasim ti-
chym siihlasom odtina, aby zachranil nase zi-
voty, aj svoj vlastny. Podobné pripady sa v his-
torii moreplavby stali ¢asto. Stroskotanci ve-
deli, Ze nemaji skuto¢ni rozumnu alternati-
vu. Ak by dovolili vSetkym zifalcom dostat sa
do ¢lna, potopil by sa a zahynuli by aj ti, ¢o bo-
li v ¢lne, aj plavci - a nikomu by to nepomoh-
lo. Raciondlnou ivahou sa vsak neoslabi pocit
viny tych, ¢o sa zachranili. Racionélne dvahy
neprenikni do snov, ani nevymazu obraz se-
kery odtinajicej zapistie.

Ak by sa mal takyto stupen tuzobnych
priani stat normou a mal by sa snad aj
prekonat, cela nasa zapadna kultdra by

down is most often advised to do. We need to
dig up that buried guilt of ours and ascertain
its extent and its limits. We need to find how
much there is that we can do something about,
and how much that we can do nothing to re-
move. Then we need to get on with doing what
we can do, and get on also with living with con-
scious acceptance of that degree of guilt which
is inseparable from our condition as the kind
of people we are, in the kind of world we hap-
pen to live in. Conscious acceptance: we must
rigorously deny ourselves the poisoned com-
fort of illusion, or we shall degenerate below
the level of homo sapiens at some point in the
course of the third millennium.

What we can do for the Third World is sig-
nificant but quite limited. Most of the best
work is being done by private agencies like
Oxfam and Médicins sans Frontieres. The
Cairo agenda is critically important. But the
best that can actually be done will not likely
make more than a dent in the great and grow-
ing mess of human misery

The first thing to feel clear about is that we
do have a lot to feel guilty about. The second
is that most of the guilt is inseparable from
our condition.

We are actually in the position of the peo-
ple in that lifeboat which I referred to earlier.
Hands are clutching at the sides of the life-

boat, and the captain, with our acquiescence, is

cutting off those hands to save our lives as well
as his own. Such incidents have often happen-

,%::voj kolektivny rozum pravde-
2L =z ;= = ﬁn—

V nasich snoch v predvecer druhého tisic-
rocia podobne ako v snoch nasich predkov vy-
stupuje roztopasny démon, ktory nam radost-
ne Sepka do ucha: ,,Si prekliaty!*

V zachrannom ¢lne rozvinutého sveta
v skutoénosti nevidime sekeru. Pricu za nés
vykonaju v takej abstraktnej a neosobnej for-
me, ako je len mozné imigra¢né zdkony a kvo-
ty. Je to vsetko zalezitost rutiny a média teda o
tom zvic$a nereferuji. K nam prenikni iba
obcasné zablesky reality prostrednictvom ute-
¢encov na €¢lnoch - Vietnamcov, Kubdncov ¢i
Haitanov. Ked' ich odpraci z cesty - od ka-

ed in the history of seafaring. The survivors
knew that they had really no sensible alterna-
tive. To allow all those desperate swimmers to
swarm aboard would have sunk the boat, leav-
ing those aboard it to perish along with the
swimmers, doing no good at all to anyone. But
that rational consideration can have done lit-
tle to relieve the guilt of the survivors. Rational
considerations do not penetrate dreams, or ob-
literate the image of a hatchet severing a wrist.

In our dreams, as in the dreams of our an-
cestors on the eve of the second millennium,
there is a frolicsome demon, gaily whispering
in our ear: “You're damned!“
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mier a od kritkeho upriamenia pozornosti -,
opiit sa nastoli nepozorovani rutina vylucova-
nia.

My vsak vieme, ¢o sa deje, i to, Ze sa tak de-
je pre nase dobro, a v tichosti s tym siihlasime.
Vnitorna logika funguje rovnako ako v pripa-
de zichranného ¢lna. Ak by sa povolila maso-
va imigracia z chudobného sveta, potopilo by
to nase ekonomiky a spolocnosti. Topili by
sme sa v mori chudoby, nas chudik emigrant
by sa potopil s nami tak ako ti chudobni, ¢o uz
su tu, a treti svet by sa nemal o ni¢ lepsie, keby
bohaty svet zmizol. V skutocnosti by toto
zmiznutie zhorsilo stav tretieho sveta, nie
ovela, ale vyznamne.

Povolenie masovej imigricie z treticho
sveta do bohatych krajin by vlastne nebolo na
prospech ani jemu. Mozno to dokazat. Dokaz
je véak irelevantny, ak mame hovorit o etike.
Ak sme sami k sebe uprimni, vieme, Ze vSet-
kych tychto Iudi drzime mimo vo vlastnom za-
ujme. Samozrejme, na poznanie jestvuje liek,
atym je nebyt’k sebe uprimny. Tento liek na vi-
nu ma v§ak katastrofalny vedlajsi uéinok, ro-
zoZiera intelekt.

Tento jedovaty liek je likavy pre nis vset-
kych, ale najmi pre Ameri¢anov. Dévody pra-
menia v nich samych. Korenia hlboko v ich
dejinach - odvijaju sa z puritianskych korenov
sedemndsteho storofia. Americania radi po-
vazuji svoju krajinu za eticky motivovany, na
rozdiel od krajin starého sveta, ktoré sa riadia
srealpolitikou” (Realpolitik). Toto eticky am-
biciézne gesto malo svoje velké priaznivé u-
¢inky, ako bolo zru3enie otroctva v devitna-
stom storoci a zruSenie in§titiutov rasovej dis-
kriminacie v dvadsiatom storoéi. Predstava e-
tickej nadradenosti viak méze mat aj velmi
znicujuce dosledky, najmi v oblasti zahranic¢-
nej politiky. Méze to viest k osvojeniu si ne-
bezpecne velkych davok pokrytectva a kulti-
vovanej lahostajnosti. Viedlo to, a to iba pred-
neddvnom, k vSeobecnému prijatiu doslovné-
ho vyznamu Operdcie obnovenia demokracie.

Tadialto vedie cesta k Sialenstvu, takmer
doslovne. Ak by sa mal takyto stupen tuzob-
nych priani stat normou a mal by sa snad’ aj
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We in the lifeboat of the advanced world
don’t actually see the hatchet. The job is done
for us in as abstract and impersonal a way as
possible, through immigration regulations
and quotas. It is all a matter of routine, and so
not covered by the media almost all of the
time: we only get occasional glimpses of the
reality, through the boat people - Vietnamese,
Cuban, and Haitian. Once these are tidied out
of the way - out of the way of cameras and a
short attention span - the unobserved routine
of exclusion sets in again.

Yet we know what is being done, and that it
is done for our sake, and we approve of it, si-
lently. The inner logic is the same as that of
the lifeboat. Permitting mass immigration
from the poor world would swamp our econo-
mies and our societies. We would drown in a
sea of poverty, our immigrant poor would
drown along with us - as would the poor al-
ready here - and the Third World would be no
better off for the disappearance of the advanc-
ed world. In fact the Third World would be
worse off from that disappearance; not enorm-
ously worse off, but significantly so.

Permission of mass immigration from the
Third World to the advanced would actually
notbe to the advantage to the former. That can
be demonstrated. But the demonstration is ir-
relevant, ethically speaking. We know, if we are
honest with ourselves, that it is for our own sa-
kes, not for theirs, that we are keeping all these
people out. Of course there is a remedy for that
knowledge, which is not to be honest with our-
selves. Yet this remedy for guilt has a disastrous
side effect, since it erodes the intellect.

That toxic remedy is always tempting to all
of us, but it is especially seductive to Ameri-
cans, for reasons which are in large part credi-
table to them. These reasons are deeply rooted
in their history - going back to their country’s
seventeenth-century Puritan roots. Ameri-
cans like to think of their country as ethically
motivated, unlike the countries of the Old
World, which are motivated by realpolitik.
This ethically ambitious posture has had

some large benign effects, as in the abolition
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prekonat, cela nasa zapadna kultira by prisla
o svoj kolektivny rozum pravdepodobne uz
pocas prvej Stvrtiny tretieho tisicrodia.

Gladstona vo svojej dobe menej obvi-
novali za to, ze mal vzdy falosna kartu v
rukave, nez za to, ze tvrdil, ze mu ju tam
viozil véemocny Boh.

Hovoril som o chorobe, ktora ohrozuje ce-
Ia zapadni kultiru; Specificky jav, ktorym
som sa zaoberal, nazvime ho etickym impera-
tivom, sa v§ak predsa len tyka Ameriky, a nie
Zipadu vseobecne. Francuzske narodné de-
di¢stvo od ¢ias Richelieua oplyva cynizmom,
obzvlast vo svojich neodmyslitelne nechut-
nych vztahoch k neuréitému nefrankofénne-
mu svetu. Bohata talianska politickd imagi-
nacia, formovana Machiavellim, sa hrdo za-
obide bez etického rozmeru. Pripad Nemecka
je dozaista zlozitejsi zasluhou hroznej zlomo-
vej Ciary v jeho dejinach od druhého do piate-
ho desatrocia dvadsiateho storocia. Realpolitik
je nemecky vyraz, ktory bol dominantnym
principom v imperiilnom Nemecku ako aj po-
cas Tretej riSe. Nemecké vlady po roku 1945
povinne zavrhovali ,realpolitiku“ a hlasali a-
mericki moralnu rétoriku. To isté sa tyka
Japonska. V oboch pripadoch vsak akosi poci-
tujeme nedostatok entuziazmu, absenciu vnu-
torného odovzdania sa hodnotovému systé-
mu, ktory bol prijaty iba ako désledok vonkaj-
sieho tlaku. St obdobia, ked si samotna real-
politika vyzaduje zrieknutie sa ,realpolitiky*.
Ako povedal Machiavelli, vladar musi pesto-
vat zdanie zboZnosti. Na druhej strane sku-
to¢na zboznost byva na prekazku.

Zo vsetkych zapadnych krajin - azda s vy-
nimkou Kanady - najlepsie chiape americky
mravny imperativ Britinia, ved pochadza z
puritanskej Casti britskych dejin. Azda naj-
horlivej$imi privrZzencami mravného impera-
tivu boli Oliver Cromwell a William Ewart
Gladstone. Ale naslo sa aj vela Britov, ktori v
sedemnastom storo¢i nedéverovali Cromwe-
llovi a opovrhovali nim, rovnako ako v deviit-
nistom storo¢i Gladstonom.

of slavery in the nineteenth century, and the
abolition of institutions of racial oppression
in the twentieth. Yet the assumption of ethical
superiority can also have extremely deleteri-
ous effects, especially in the field of foreign
policy. It can lead to the ingestion of danger-
ously large doses of hypocrisy and cultivated
inattention. It has led, and very recently, to
the general acceptance, at face value, of Ope-
ration Restore Democracy.

That way madness lies, quite literally. If
that level of wishful fantasy should become the
norm, and should then perhaps even be sur-
passed, our whole Western culture will be go-
ing out of its collective mind, probably within
the first quarter of the third millennium.

I spoke just now of an affliction threaten-
ing our whole Western culture, yet the specific
phenomenon I had been considering - let us
call it the ethical imperative - is peculiar to
America, not general to the West. The French
national heritage, since Richelieu’s day, is rich
in cynicism, especially in its inherently dista-
steful relations with the dim non-Franco-
phone world. The rich Italian political imagi-
nation, shaped by Machiavelli, proudly dis-
penses with an ethical dimension. The Ger-
man case is necessarily more complex, be-
cause of that ghastly fracture line across their
history from the second to the fifth decade of
the twentieth century. Realpolitik is a Ger-
man word and was the governing concept of
the foreign policies both of Imperial Germany
and the Third Reich. Since 1945, successive
German governments dutifully repudiated
realpolitik and echoed American ethical rhe-
toric. The same is true of Japan. But in both
cases one somehow senses a lack of enthusi-
asm, an absence of internal commitment to a
value system adopted as a result of external
constraints. There are times when realpolitik
itself requires a repudiation of realpolitik. The
prince, as Machiavelli said, must cultivate an
appearance of piety. Real piety, on the other
hand, is apt to get in the way.

Of all the Western countries - except per-
haps Canada - Britain best understands the
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Britdnia aj Spojené $tity poznali mravny
imperativ, ale odpor vo¢i nemu je ovela zrete-
Inejsi v britskej nez v americkej tradicii.
Gladstona vo svojej dobe menej obvinovali za
to, Ze mal vzdy falosnu kartu v rukéve, nez za
to, ze tvrdil, Ze mu ju tam vlozil véemocny
Boh. Mnohi Briti maji rovnaké, ba este sil-
nejsie pocity vo vztahu k mravnej dimenzii pri
formulovani americkej zahrani¢nej politiky.
To ,este silnejsie” im doddva nacionalisticky
sentiment. Jedna vec je po¢ivat vodcu niroda
o stotozneni odvekych morilnych principov s
narodnymi zaujmami vlastného naroda. Iné je
uz pocuvat vodcu iného niroda, dokonca aj
najblizsiecho spojenca, ked bez namahy a ply-
nule hovori o takom istom stotoZneni v mene
svojho niroda. Profesionélny takt britskych
diplomatov, ktori su neustile vystaveni ame-
rickej politicko-etickej rétorike, sa potrebou
zachovat vazinu tvar podrobuje maximailnej
skiske. Ako nazorni ukazku toho, ¢o mam na
mysli, odporicam prezriet si pozorne foto-
grafie vyrazov na tvari Douglasa Hurda na
medzinarodnych konferenciich s ucastou za-
padnych spojencov.

Do uréitej miery je zdravé, ak sa v reak-
cidch americkych spojencov na americky
mravny imperativ ako medzinarodni politic-
ku silu vyskytuje isty prvok cynizmu. Spojenci
musia vediet dekédovat formulacie, ktorych
prakticky redlny vyznam byva ¢asto skryty pod
povrchom. Dekédovanie si pri spracovani hy-
potéz vyzaduje ista davku cynizmu a po jeho
ukonceni mézu vysledky smerovat aj k zvyse-
niu pévodného cynizmu. Tento ¢iastoéne pro-
spesny cynizmus v$ak treba udrzat v istych
medziach. Vo vnitornych vztahoch zapad-
nych $tatov by solidarita mala mat prednost
pred vyhradami a cynickymi interpretaciami.
Vsetci sme v tom istom ¢lne, aj ked', alebo pra-
ve preto, Ze mame dovod citit sa neprijemne
vzhladom na spésob, akym sa nas ¢In musi dr-
zat nad vodou.

Co je pre ostatné zipadné krajiny, pokial
ide o Spojené $taty, najdolezitejsie? Nie to, Ze
je to najbohatsia a najsilnej$ia zo zapadnych
krajin, ani to, Ze ide o vodcu vojenského zo-
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American ethical imperative, for this derives
initially from the Puritan part of Britain’s own
past. There have been no more ardent expo-
nents of the ethical imperative than Oliver
Cromwell and William Ewart Gladstone. But
there were also many Britons who distrusted
and detested Cromwell in the seventeenth
century, and Gladstone in the nineteenth.

Gladstone, in his time,umladless i
for having the ace of up his mf‘;

sleeve than for claiming that Almight_;;EJJ

m put it there. :

Both Britain and the United States have
known the ethical imperative, but the resist-
ance to it is much more marked in the British
tradition than in the American. Gladstone, in
his time, was blamed less for having the ace of
trumps up his sleeve than for claiming that
Almighty God had put it there. Many Britons
feel the same way, only more so, about the eth-
ical dimension in the formulation of Ameri-
can foreign policy. The “more so“ is supplied
by nationalist sentiment. It is one thing to
hear a national leader of one’s own identifying
the eternal principles of morality with the na-
tional interests of one’s own nation. It is an-
other to hear the nationalleader of another na-
tion - even one’s closest ally - effortlessly and
fluently making the same identification, on
behalf of that nation. British diplomats, con-
stantly exposed to American political-ethical
rhetoric, find their professional skills tested to
the limits by the need to keep a straight face.
For illustrations of what I mean, study the
photographs of the expressions worn by Mr.
Douglas Hurd at any international conference
involving all the Western allies.

Itis healthy, up to a point, that there should
be an element of cynicism in the responses of
America’s allies to the American ethical impe-
rative as a force in international politics. The
allies need to be able to decode formulations
whose real practical meaning often does notlie
on the surface. That decoding requires an ele-
ment of cynicism in the framing of hypotheses,

X0
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skupenia, ktorého presné ciele v sucasnosti
nie si uplne jasné. Najvyznamnejsie je, Ze
USA st srdcom a dusou zapadného hodnoto-
vého systému, osvietenskej tradicie, ktora u-
drZuje a presahuje do institucionalneho ramca
zipadnej demokracie, slobody vyjadrovania a
vlady zikona.

Spojené staty si srdcom a dusou tradicie
osvietenstva nielen preto, Ze ide o najbohatsiu
a najmocnejsiu z krajin patriacich (alebo kon-
vertovanych) do tejto tradicie, ale aj preto, Ze
ide o jediny stat, ktory sa za fiu angaZuje emo-
cionilne aj intelektudlne. Osvietenska tradi-
cia je neoddelitelnou sticastou amerického ci-
vilného nibozenstva. Vyhlisenie nezavislosti
a Ustava Spojenych Stitov st osvietenskymi
dokumentmi a aj (paradoxne) posvitnymi lis-
tinami amerického civilného nabozenstva.
Nibozenstvo a nacionalizmus, ktoré si v in-
ych $tatoch vidy potencidlnymi a Casto sku-
toénymi nepriatelmi osvietenstva, si s nim v
Amerike pevne zviazané od samého pociatku.

Ani jeden z vyznamnejsich zapadnych $ta-
tov nie je do takej miery spity s osvietenskou
tradiciou ako Spojené S$taty. Britinia ma k
nim, samozrejme najbliZsie, ale stale nie velmi
blizko, hoci prive v Britanii nadobudlo osvie-
tenstvo po prvykrit institucionilne podoby
pocas Slavnej revolucie v roku 1688. Aby sme
mohli zhodnotit rozdiel medzi angazovanos-
tou v oboch krajinach, porovnajme oslavy
dvojstorocnice Vyhlasenia nezavislosti v roku
1976 a tristoro¢nice Slavnej revolucie v roku
1988. Spojené stity oslavovali svoju dvojsto-
rocnicu s liskou a s hrdostou, s pompou as na-
lezitymi slavnostnymi obradmi. Briti si pripo-
menuli rok 1688 mlcky a rozpacito, ako keby
nechceli urazit jakobitov.

Je pravda, Ze v roku, ktory nasledoval po
pritlmenej britskej tristoro¢nici, oslavovali
Francuzi so zna¢nym vonkajsim leskom a ho-
nosnostou dvojsté vyrocie svojej revolucie.
Nahodou som bol vtedy 14. jula v Parizi. Bola
to nadherna pirty, ale v podstate to bol kar.
Specificky francizska osvietenska tradicia,
ktord potomkovia zdedili v podobe kultu
Francuzskej revolucie, sa premenila vo Fran-

and when the decoding is complete, the results
may tend to increase the initial cynicism. Yet it
is important to keep this partly salutary cyni-
cism within limits. In the inter-relations of
Western countries, solidarity should genuine-
ly take precedence over reservations and cyni-
cal interpretations. We are all in the same boat
even if - or rather, especially as - we have rea-
son to feel uneasy about the ways in which our
boat has to be kept afloat.

What is most important about the United
States, for the rest of the West, is not that it is
the richest and most powerful of the Western
countries, nor that it is the leader of a military
alliance, whose precise purposes, at the pre-
sent moment in history, are not altogether
clear. What is of primary importance is that
the U.S. is the heart and soul of the Western
value system, the Enlightenment tradition,
which sustains and permeates the Western in-
stitutional framework of democracy, freedom
of expression, and the rule of law.

The United States is the heart and soul of
the Enlightenment tradition, not just because
it is the richest and most powerful of the
countries belonging within (or converted to)
that tradition, but also because it is the only
country committed to the Enlightenment tra-
dition emotionally as well as intellectually.
That tradition is part and parcel of the Ameri-
can civil religion. The Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the Constitution of the United
States are both Enlightenment documents,
and also (paradoxically) sacred documents of
the American civil religion. Religion and na-
tionalism, which in other countries are always
potential and often actual enemies of the
Enlightenment, have in America been bound
together with it, ever since the country itself
came into being.

No other major Western country comes
close to the U.S. in its commitment to the
Enlightenment tradition. Britain comes near-
est, of course, but still not very near, although
it was in Britain that the Enlightenment first
took institutional forms, in the Glorious
Revolution of 1688. To measure the gap be-
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cizsku aj v Rusku na komunizmus a moderni
Francizi nechcu o nej ni¢ vediet. Oslavy z ro-
ku 1989, na cele ktorych stil prezident
Mitterand, boli vlastne oslavou istej listiny z
roku 1789, ktora pocas celého trvania
Francuzskej revolucie nenadobudla i¢innost.
Tymto dokumentom je Déclaration des droits
de I'homme et du Citoyen z augusta toho roku.
Ide o text so silnou americkou inspiraciou.
Thomas Jefferson, ktory bol v tom ¢ase splno-
mocnenym vyslancom Spojenych Stitov v
Parizi, mal na tvorbe francizskej Déclaration
des droits hlavny podiel, podobne ako pri vy-
tvarani ovela vplyvnejsieho Vyhlasenia o tri-
nast rokov skor. Moderné Francuzsko nie je
spojené s osvietenstvom prostrednictvom
vlastnej tradicie, ktoravytrvala vyse dvesto ro-
kov vlastnych, ideologicky spestrenych dejin
od Francizskej revolicie. Francizsko ako na-
rodny $tat sa pevne pridrziavalo osvietenstva
iba po druhej svetovej vojne; vtedy aj teraz is-
lo o osvietensku tradiciu s prevazne anglofon-
nou inspiraciou, ktora je v sicasnosti najbez-
pecnejsie etablovana v Spojenych statoch.

Nazdavam sa, Ze ¢im viac sledujeme vztah
medzi osvietenstvom a najvics$imi zapadnymi
mocnostami, tym zretelnejSie vidime, Ze pre-
trvanie dominancie osvietenskej tradicie na
Zapade suvisi s jej kontinuitnou prevahou v
Spojenych statoch.

Rad by som sa zhlboka nadychol a prenie-
sol sa v mysli doprostred budiiceho tisicrocia.
O ktorych silach z tych, ¢o pozname na jeho
prahu, mézeme predpokladat, ze budu fun-
govat o pitsto rokov?

Som si takmer isty, Ze tam v réznych podo-
bach vidy nijdeme naboZenstvo a nacionaliz-
mus. Dévod je jednoduchy: si tu uz velmi dl-
ho a preukdzali vysoku trvanlivost. Pretrvava-
nie naboZenstva sa stretne so vSeobecnym si-
hlasom, ale o nacionalizme mézu niektori po-
chybovat. Nacionalizmus sa véeobecne pova-
Zuje za pomerne mlady jav; viaceré ucebnice
ho datuji od neskorého osemnisteho storo-
Cia, tesne pred alebo tesne po Francuzskej re-
volucii. Myslim si, Ze ide o omyl v kategoriza-
cii. Nacionalizmus sa neobjavil po prvykrat v
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tween the two commitments, compare the ce-
lebrations of the bicentenary of the Declara-
tion of Independence, in 1976, and of the ter-
centenary of the Glorious Revolution, in 1988.
The United States celebrated its bicentenary
with loving pride and pomp and ceremony.
The British, on the other hand, commemora-
ted 1688 in a muted and embarrassed manner,
as if they did not wish to offend the Jacobites.
It is true that the French, in the year fol-
lowing the muffled British tercentenary, did
celebrate the bicentenary of their revolution
with considerable external éclat and panache.
As it happens I was in Paris for that July 14. It
was a splendid party, but essentially a wake.
The specifically French Enlightenment tradi-
tion, descending to posterity as the cult of the
French Revolution turned into Communism,
both in France and Russia, and the modern
French don’t want to know about it. The 1989
celebrations, presided over by President Mit-
terrand, were actually a celebration of a parti-
cular document of 1789, which had remained
inoperative throughout the entire course of
the French Revolution. The document is the
Déclaration des droits de I'homme et du Citoyen
of August of that year. This happens to be a
document of mainly American inspiration.
Thomas Jefferson, who was minister plenipo-
tentiary of the United States in Paris at the
time, took the leading part in the composition
of the French Déclaration des droits, as he had
in the composition of a more influential
Declaration thirteen years before. Modern
France is not connected with the Enlighten-
ment, through an indigenous tradition sus-
tained throughout the two hundred years plus
of its own ideologically chequered history
since the French Revolution. France, as a na-
tion-state, fully adhered to the Enlighten-
ment only after the Second World War, and
this was and is an Enlightenment tradition of
mainly English-speaking inspiration, now
most securely established in the United States.
The more we look at the connection be-
tween the Enlightenment and the major
Western powers, the more we see, I think, that
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osemnastom storoci. V tomto obdobi sa na-
cionalizmus iba zrazu oddelil od éohosi, ¢o
pocitoval po tisicrocia ako niec¢o neodluditel -
né. Tym nie¢im bolo niabozenstvo. Nabozen-
stvo a nacionalizmus su spojené v zakladoch
nasej judaisticko-helénskej kultiry. Nacha-
dzajui sa v Hebrejskej Biblii (znama ako Stary
zdkon), v istrednych koncepciach Vyvoleného
naroda a Zaslibenej zeme. V starovekom
Grécku a Rime su pritomné v podobe prepo-
jenych nabozenskych kultov tych, ¢o umreli za
polisaza patriu.

Od konca osemnasteho storocia sa nacio-
nalizmus vynira ako samostatna sila a pojem,
ale e$te vidy zahaleny silnou emotivnou au-
rou, ktora velmi pripominala tu, ¢o patrila k
starovekej zmesi naboZenstva a nacionalizmu.
Asi nebude daleko od pravdy tvrdenie, ktoré
povazuje nacionalizmus za vyvojovi tenden-
ciu v rdmci nabozenstva, smer, zddéraznujici
zem a nie oblohu, podporujic viac alebo me-
nej logické vyistenie toho, ¢o bolo v krestan-
stve tendenciou od stredoveku.

V bezprostrednom siucasnom kontexte
chcem predovsetkym poukazat na starovekost
naboZenstva aj nacionalizmu. Obidve pretr-
vali: miliény Iudskych bytosti im zostali verné
nepretrzite pocas tisicroci a na celej nasej pla-
néte. D4 sa celkom prirodzene predpokladat,
hoci logicky to nie je uplne presved¢ivé, ze sa
mozu lahko vyrovnat s dalsim poltisicro¢im.

Tradicia osvietenstva sa zda byt menej e-
tablovana. UzZ je tu s nami naozaj dlhy ¢as, ho-
ci Casto podriadena réznym formam nabozen-
stva a nacionalizmu. V Platénovych sokratov-
skych dialégoch, napisanych asi v polovici po-
sledného tisicrocia pred nasim letopoctom,
moéZeme dnes spoznavat ducha toho, ¢o prislo
velmi dlho po Sokratovi a Platénovi, a ¢o sa
nazyva osvietenstvom. V obdobi, ktoré medzi-
tym uplynulo, sa v kazdej generacii nasli Iudia
poznaceni tymito mySlienkami. Avsak az kon-
com sedemnasteho a v osemnastom storodi sa
myslienky osvietenstva stali v spolo¢enskom a
politickom zZivote takou velkou silou, akou
boli a su uz po tisicro¢ia naboZenstvo a nacio-
nalizmus. Neskory ndstup osvietenstva ako

the continued predominance of the Enlight-
enment tradition in the West depends on its
continued predominance in the United States.

I should now like to take a deep breath,
and project myself in imagination into the
middle of the next millennium. What forces,
known to us on the eve of that millennium,
would we expect to find still at work five hun-
dred years from now?

I would feel fairly sure of finding religion
and nationalism still there, in various forms,
for the rather mechanical reason that they
have already been around for a very long time:
they have demonstrated durability of a high
order. The durability would be universally
conceded in the case of religion, but some may
well wonder about nationalism. Nationalism
is generally considered to be a phenomenon of
fairly recent origin; many textbooks date it
from the late eighteenth century, either just
before or just after the French Revolution.
I think this is an error in categorization. What
happened in the late eighteenth century was
not that nationalism came into existence for
the first time. What happened was national-
ism’s sudden severance from something from
which it had felt itself to be inseparable over
millennia. That something was religion.
Religion and nationalism are conjoined in
both the root-systems of our Judaeo-Hellenic
culture. They are present in the Hebrew Bible
(aka the Old Testament) in the governing con-
cepts of a Chosen People and a Promised
Land. They are present in Ancient Hellas and
Ancient Rome in the form of the bonding re-
ligious cults of those who died for the polis and
the patria.

From the late eighteenth century on, na-
tionalism emerges as a force on its own, con-
ceptually speaking, but still invested with a
very strong emotional aura closely resembling
that which had belonged to the ancient amal-
gam of religion and nationalism. It might not
be very wide of the mark to think of national-
ism as a development within religion, a deve-
lopment emphasizing the earth rather than
the sky: pushing what had been a tendency
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dejinnej sily je jednym z dovodov na uvazova-
nie, ¢i osvietenska tradicia moéze prezit, po-
vedzme, do druhej polovice treticho tisicrocia.

Existuje aj dalsi dovod na pochybnosti o
pretrvani osvietenstva, a ten sa moze zdat na
konci dvadsiateho storocia mnohym zavaz-
nejsi. Zatial ¢o naboZenstvo a nacionalizmus
vidy pritahovali masy, tradicia osvietenstva
patrila vZdy elitim, presnejsie intelektuilnym
elitim v ramci spolocenskej elity. Sokrates bol
najznamej$im prislusnikom elity, rihal sa bo-
hom na Olympe aj obéanom Atén (¢o bolo
vlastne to isté).

Ovela neskor na zaciatku modernej doby
za anglickej a americkej revolucie sa elity pre-
siaknuté hodnotami osvietenstva dostali k
moci takmer ndhodne (€o do spojitosti s osvie-
tenstvom). Anglicki whigovia a americki re-
volucionari mali masovi podporu a pomoc
protestantskych kazatelni, pretoze boli najvy-
konnej$imi a najispesnej$imi zastancami vole
néroda, ktora v oboch pripadoch predstavova-
la volu protestantského naroda.

Ale masy nevedeli, ze ich revolué¢ni
hrdinovia boli v oboch pripadoch detmi
osvietenstva, rovnako skepticki k do-
slovhému vykladaniu Biblie ako boli

jipmxi

~ pohidavi voéi papezskym dogmam a

Ale masy nevedeli, Ze ich revoluéni hrdi-
novia boli v oboch pripadoch detmi osvieten-
stva, rovnako skepticki k doslovnému vykla-
daniu Biblie ako boli pohidavi voéi péapez-
skym dogmam a praxi. V tej dobe masy nepo-
znali osvietenstvo. Nie vetci chiapu samotné
slovo, hoci hodnoty, ktoré z neho vyplyvaju,
najmi naboZenska tolerancia, si pomerne
rozsirené. Pochopenie osvietenskej tradicie a
oddanost voci nej sa obmedzuje na elity, i ked
pomerne $iroké. Je to celkom pochopitelné.
Na rozdiel od niboZenstva alebo nacionaliz-
mu ma osvietenska tradicia iba nepatrni alebo
nijaki emotivnu silu. UZ to v nas musi vzbu-
dzovat obavy, ¢i dokaze prezit prvé storocia
budiceho tisicrodia.

within Christianity since the Middle Ages to-
wards a more-or-less logical conclusion.

In the immediate present context, all I am
concerned to do is to show the antiquity of
both religion and nationalism. Both have de-
monstrated staying power: they have comman-
ded the allegiance of millions of human beings
continuously over millennia and throughout
our planet. It is natural - though not logically
coercive - to assume that they can take another
half-millennium more or less in their stride.

The Enlightenment tradition appears as
less securely established. It has indeed been
with us for a very long time, even though often
in compromise with or submissive to various
forms of religion and of nationalism. In Pla-
to’s Socratic dialogues, written down about
the middle of the last millennium before the
Christian Era, we today can recognize the
spirit of what came, long, long after Socrates
and Plato, to be called the Enlightenment.
Throughout the intervening years there were
some people marked by that spirit, in every
generation. But it wasn’t until the late-seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries that Enlight-
enment ideas came to be the kind of major for-
ce in social and political life that religion and
nationalism had been for millennia, and still
are. Thelate emergence of Enlightenment as a
force in history is one of the reasons for won-
dering whether the Enlightenment tradition
can survive into, say, the second half of the
third millennium.

There is another reason for doubting the
durability of the Enlightenment which may
seem more compelling to many in the late
twentieth century. Whereas religion and na-
tionalism have always attracted masses of peo-
ple, the Enlightenment tradition has always
been one of elites: more precisely, of an intel-
lectual elite within a social elite. Socrates was
the most notorious elitist of his day, a blasphe-
mer both against the Olympian gods and the
people of Athens (which really amounted to
the same thing).

Much later, at the beginning of the modem
age, in the English Glorious Revolution and
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Zlovestnejsie v§ak posobi fakt, Ze sa zaci-
naji prebidzat ziporné emdcie proti celej
kultire a civilizacii, ktora vznikla pod vply-
vom osvietenstva za poslednych asi tristo ro-
kov. Odohrava sa to prostrednictvom najnov-
S§ieho fascinujiceho vyvinu orwellovského
newspeaku, ktory pozname pod ndzvom ,,poli-
ticky korektné“. V obmedzenom, ale vysoko
zatazenom slovniku politickej korektnosti nie
je nijaky iny vyraz tak vSeobecne zatracovany
ako ,elitar. Vyraz ,rasista“ je emocionalne
viac zataZeny, ale rasizmus sa povazuje za for-
mu ,elitarstva®, a tych, o obranuju existenciu
a legitimnost akejkolvek elity, mézu lahko oz-
nacit za ospravedlnovatelov rasizmu a mézu
na nich poukazovat ako na morilne mitvych.
Historicky je osvietenska tradicia zjavne zile-
Zitostou elit, a teda ,politicka korektnost“ je
vo svojej podstate nepriatelska k osvietenskej
tradicii a predstavuje vyznamnu podporu pre
sily, ktoré ohrozuju jej pretrvanie.

,Politicka korektnost“ a multikulturaliz-
mus (PKM) nie su natolko spojencami ako
skor roznymi aspektmi tej istej nivelizujucej
iniciativy, ktord v sticasnosti prebieha s hrozi-
vym entuziazmom na mnohych americkych a
inych univerzitich. Nepriatelom najzaniete-
nej$ich multikulturalistov nie je ni¢ mensie
ako zdpadnad kultira vo vsetkych svojich a-
spektoch. Slogan ,Hej ho, hej ho, zipadna
kultira z kola von“ bolo pocut od $tudentov
Stanfordskej univerzity a nepochybne aj na
mnohych inych univerzitich. Keby islo len o
$tudentskd bujarost, bolo by to neskodné a
mozno aj zdravé; trochu neicty by bolo pro-
spelo aj v pitdesiatych rokoch, ked skupina
Ivy League® a iné prestiZne univerzity, ako na-
priklad Stanford, preukazovali vo¢i zapadnej
kulture vel'ka a nekriticka dctu (ako dodnes
niektori liberalni komentatori). Tu vsak ide o
nieo iné. Studenti skandujuci v devitdesia-
tych rokoch ,;zipadna kultira z kola von“, ne-
spochybnuju hodnoty, ktoré nekriticky vyzna-
vaju ich uditelia. Oni vlastne ako ozvena opa-
kuji hodnoty, ktoré nekriticky vyznavaja ich

in the American Revolution, elites permeated
by Enlightenment values were carried to po-
wer almost by accident (as far as the Enlight-
enment connection was concerned). The
English Whigs and the American revolution-
aries had mass support, and the support of the
Protestant pulpits, because they were the most
efficient and successful exponents of the na-
tional will, which was then the will, in both
cases, of a Protestant nation.

Bmwhatthe masses did notknowwa?;
that in both cases their revolutionary

heroes were children of the Enlighten-

ment, as sceptical about the literal in-

spiration of the Bible as they were con-

temptuous of papist dogmas and prac-

tices.

But what the masses did not know was that
in both cases their revolutionary heroes were
children of the Enlightenment, as sceptical
about the literal inspiration of the Bible as
they were contemptuous of papist dogmas and
practices. The masses of that time didn’t know
about Enlightenment. The word itself would
still not be widely understood, although val-
ues derived from it - particularly religious to-
lerance - are quite widespread. Still, under-
standing of the Enlightenment tradition and
commitment to it are necessarily confined to
elites, even if rather wide elites. And it is
understandable that this should be so. Unlike
religion and nationalism, the Enlightenment
tradition has little or no emotive power. That
in itself must make us fear for its capacity to
survive through the first centuries of the com-
ing millennium.

More ominous still, perhaps, is the fact
that negative emotions are now being aroused
against the whole culture and civilization
which have grown up under the influence of
the Enlightenment over the past three hun-
dred years or so. This arousal is being con-
ducted through the medium of that fascinat-

* Univerzity, ktoré patria do Ivy League: Princeton, Yale, Columbia, Harvard a Stanford.
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ucitelia. Isteze nie vsetci uclitelia, ale ti, kto-
rych hodnotové nazory akceptuji a ktori na
nich maji najvicsi vplyv.

Dobre teda, ale ako dalej? Zapadné kultui-
ry musia z kola von. V zdujme argumenticie
sihlasime. Ale &o potom? Cim ich nahradime?
Multikulturalizmom? Asi tazko. VicSina
tychto Studentov a vicsina uéitelov, ktorych
obdivuju a nasleduji, nepozna iny jazyk ako
angli¢tinu a ani nema vaZny zaujem nejaky sa
naudit. Takmer na vietkych americkych uni-
verzitich sa multikulturalizmus najviac pes-
tuje na katedrach angli¢tiny. Uéitelia ani tu-
denti nemaju iny, iba zdpadnu kultiru v jej
$pecificky americkych formich a médnych
premendch na sklonku dvadsiateho storocia.
Ked tito ludia hovoria ,zapadna kultiira z ko-
la von“, vyzyvaji na odchod jedind kultiru,
ktori vlastne maju. Je to dokonca ovela horsie
ako know-nothingizmus americkej nacionalis-
tickej strany v devitnastom storo¢i. Toto je
forma kultirnej sebakastracie. ,, Tieto predpo-
topné veci si mi nani¢! Odrezme ich! Zapad-
na kultira z kola von!“

»Hej ho, hej ho, zapadna kultura z kola
von“.,

Multikulturalizmus vo svojom aspekte od-
mietnutia jedinej kultiry, ktord vlastni, ma
svoju paralelu v inej stranke PKM: populiz-
mus bez Iudu. Ak PKM nie je antielitarske,
nie je ni¢im. Odmietanie samych seba nevedie
k ni¢omu, vonkoncom k nicomu. PKM sa naj-
bezpecnejsie usadilo na vicsine elitnych aka-
demickych ustanovizni Ameriky: na vychode v
Harvarde, Yale, Princetone a Duke; na zapade
v Stanforde a Berkeley. Produkty uvedenych
institicii, ktoré vstrebali politicky korektné
hodnoty - nie ich vii¢sina, ale vyznamna men-
§ina -, premietaji tieto hodnoty do étosu sirsej
strednej vrstvy a do vyznamnej asti médii.
Naproti tomu, diskurz pracujicej triedy zo-
stava az $kandalne politicky nekorektny.

PKM spolu s poststrukturalizmom, de-
konstrukciou a podobnymi intelektualnymi
rozkos$ami je désledne zalezitostou elity. Ale

ing late development of Orwellian Newspeak
which is known as “politically correct.” In the
limited but highly charged vocabulary of the
politically correct, no term is more compre-
hensively damning than “elitist.“ The term
“racist” is more emotionally fraught, but “ra-
cism"“ is thought of as a form of “elitism,“ and
those who defend the existence and legitimacy
of any kind of elite can plausibly be branded as
condoning racism, and can therefore be expos-
ed as morally dead. Historically, the Enlight-
enment tradition is demonstrably an affair of
elites, and therefore “politically correct” is in-
herently hostile to the Enlightenment tradi-
tion and is a significant recruit to the forces
that threaten the survival of that tradition.

“Hey ho, hey ho, Western culture’s got
to go*.

“Politically correct“ and multiculturalism
- PCM for short - are not so much allies as dif-
ferent aspects of the same levelling enterprise,
now being conducted, with menacing enthusi-
asm, on many American and other campuses.
For the most fervent of the multiculturalists,
the enemy is nothing less than Western cultu-
re in all its aspects. “Hey ho, hey ho, Western
culture’s got to go“ is a jingle which has been
heard from students at Stanford University,
and no doubt on many other campuses as well.
If this was just student high spirits it would be
harmless, and could even be healthy; a bit of
irreverence would have been all to the good
back in the 1950s when the Ivy League cam-
puses and other upmarket campuses like
Stanford were treating Western culture with
excessive and uncritical deference (as some li-
beral commentators still do). But this is some-
thing different. In the 1990s, students who
chant “Western culture’s got to go“ are not
challenging values uncritically professed by
their instructors. They are actually echoing
values uncritically professed by their instruct-
ors. Not all their instructors, no doubt, but the
ones whose value judgements they accept and
who have the most influence with them.
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to vobec nezmierfiuje nase obavy o budicnost
osvietenskej tradicie, pretoze prave elity ju
prenasali z genericie na generaciu. Ak vy-
znamna Cast americkej akademickej elity od-
mieta, alebo si mysli, Ze odmieta celd zapadni
kultiru, potom si $ance na preZitie osvieten-
skej tradicie o to mensie.

Alebo by boli prinajmenej vyznamne zre-
dukované, ak predpokladame, Ze PKM a jej i-
deologicki siputnici budi mat nadalej vplyv,
povedzme, do konca budiceho storocia. Ak
ano, alebo ak nastipi ina nivelizujica méda z
tej istej stajne, potom sa obdavam, Ze osvieten-
ska tradicia sa moze ocitnut vo fatilnom stave
uz v priebehu asi prvej stvrtiny budiceho ti-
sicro¢ia. Na dnesnom stupni vsak e$te nemu-
sime podliehat takym zifalym prognézam. Su
urCité naznaky, Ze rozum sa zacina spamiita-
vat, dokonca aj v tych najhorsie postihnutych
castiach americkej akademickej obce.

PKM spolu s poststrukturalizmom, de-
konstrukciou a podobnymi intelektual-
nymi rozkoSami je dosledne zalezitos-
tou elity.
2

Tu by som chcel poznamenat, ze PKM je
samo osebe produktom osvietenskej tradicie,
podobne ako vela inych veci, ktoré ju v nasej
dobe ohrozuju. Osvietenské hodnoty tvorili
jadro abolicionizmu. A Zenské abolicionistky
boli zakladatelkami amerického feminizmu,
prvého vyznamného feministického hnutia na
svete. Od polovice devitnasteho storocia sa
hnutie za rasovi rovnost spdjalo s hnutim za
rovnost pohlavi. Nie vidy bolo toto spojenie
harmonické; ¢asto dochadzalo k nezhodam.
Hnutia v8ak boli prepojené - napriek namiet-
kam niektorych bielych Zien a ¢iernych muzov
- vnitornou logikou osvietenskych hodnét, za
rovnost prilezitosti a proti svojvolnému vyli-
Ceniu na zaklade neoprivneného vyhlisenia
velkych kategorii [udi za menejcennych.

Vysledkom vyznamnych osvietenskych po-
hybov za vyse sto rokov je o tol'ko lepsie posta-
venie Zien i ¢ernochov, Ze koncom dvadsiate-
ho storofia su uz mnohi prislusnici oboch
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So fine: Where do we go from there? West-
ern culture’s got to go. Agreed, for the sake of
argument. But what then? What do we put in
its place? Multiculturalism? Hardly. Most of
these students, and most of the teachers whom
they admire and follow, know no language
other than English, and have no serious inten-
tion of learning any The departments in
which multiculturalism is most cherished, on
almost all American campuses, are the depart-
ments of English. These people, both instruc-
tors and students, have no culture other than
Western culture in its specifically American
forms, as modified by late twentieth-century
fashions. When these people say “Western
culture’s got to go,“ they are calling for the de-
parture of the only culture they actually have.
This is much worse even than nineteenth-
century know-nothingism. It is a form of cul-
tural self-castration. “These old things are no
use to me! Why don’t we cut them off?
Western culture’s got to go!“

Multiculturalism in its aspect as the rejec-
tion of the only culture one actually has is pa-
ralleled by another aspect of PCM: populism
without a people. PCM is nothing if not anti-
elitist. And again it turns out to be nothing,
period, being the rejection of itself. The seats
of learning where PCM is now most securely
established include most of the elite acade-
mies of America: in the east, Harvard, Yale,
Princeton, and Duke; in the west, Stanford
and Berkeley. Those of the products of those
institutions who have imbibed politically cor-
rect values - not a majority of these products
but a significant minority - project these val-
ues into the ethos of the wider middle class,
and a large part of the media. The discourse of
the working class remains politically incorrect
and even scandalously so.

PCM, along with post-structuralism, de-
construction, and similar intellectual
delights, is strictly elite stuff.

PCM, along with post-structuralism, de-
construction, and similar intellectual de-
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spomenutych skupin ¢lenmi fakilt ¢i student-
mi najvyznamnejSich univerzit. V sicasnosti
vznikla sice pochopitelnd, ale polutovania-
hodni neformilna koalicia medzi dvoma ka-
tegériami byvalych vylucenych. Koalicie su
vzdy namierené proti niekomu a tato bola na-
mierena proti bielym muZom, mftvym i Zivym
bielym muzZom. Tato ambivalentna koalicia
povodne bola, a vo svojom jadre este stile je,
negativnym multikultirnym programom,
ktory vyvrcholil v slogane ,zapadné kultiry z
kola von*“.

Koalicie su vzdy namierené proti nieko-
mu a tato bola namierena proti bielym
muzom, mitvym i zivym bielym mu-

S o it A

Coraz viac sa viak zd4 byt pravdepodobné,
Ze multikulturalizmus bude musiet odist skor
ako zapadna kultira. Objavuju sa priznaky, Ze
multikultirna aliancia je pod tlakom. Predo-
véetkym, a to dost neocakdvane, ma rastici
vplyv ¢ernosského feminizmu v ramci vseo-
becného feministického hnutia celkovo sklon
podkopat multikultirne spojenectva na aka-
demickej pode, hoci prestiz multikulturaliz-
mu mu doddva z4astitu a uznanie.

Cierne feministky neobdivuji bielych mu-
zov do takej miery, do akej bieli muzi obdivuji
samych seba, ale ¢ierne feministky nemaju ani
tendenciu nazerat na bielych muzov, Zivych ¢
mitvych, ako na korei zla, ako na jedinych u-
tlaéatelov Eernochov a zien. Cierne feministky
st si vedomé, Ze rasistami nie su iba bieli mu-
Zi; Casto to boli a su aj biele Zeny. Cierne femi-
nistky vedia i to, Ze sexistami nie si iba bieli
muzi; Casto to boli a su aj ¢ierni muzi. Cierne
feministky si pravdepodobne najvicSou, ale
nie jedinou vyzvou pre PKM. Zda sa mi, ze
Cierni Studenti muzského pohlavia a dnesné
biele studentky sa menej zaoberaju osobitnou
$kodlivostou bieleho muza nez ich predchod-
covia v minulom desatroéi. Celkovo sa teda
ukazuje pomerne vel'ka Sanca, ze PKM méze
zaniknit v priebehu prvej Stvrtiny budiiceho
storocia.

lights, is strictly elite stuff . But that does
nothing to lessen our concern for the future of
the Enlightenment tradition, for it is by and
through elites that that has been carried from
generation to generation. If a significant part
of the American academic elite rejects or
thinks it is rejecting the whole of Western cul-
ture, then the chances of the survival of the
Enlightenment tradition are thereby signific-
antly reduced proportionately.

Or at least they would be significantly re-
duced if we assume that ’ PCM and its ideo-
logical accomplices will continue to be influ-
ential up to, say, the end of the next century. If
they do - or if other levelling fads from the
same stable take over from them - then I fear
that the condition of the Enlightenment tra-
dition may prove terminal within, say, the first
quarter of the next millennium. But we need
not, at this stage, make such a dire assump-
tion. There are some signs that reason may be
beginning to reassert itself, even in the worst-
afflicted sectors of American academia.

It is relevant to note here that PCM is it-
self a product of the Enlightenment tradition,
like so much else that has come to threaten
that tradition in our time. Enlightenment val-
ues were at the heart of abolitionism. And
women abolitionists were the founders of
American feminism: the first serious feminist
movement in the world. From the middle of
the nineteenth century the movement for raci-
al equality and the movement for gender equa-
lity were associated. Not always harmoniously;
there has often been friction between them.
But they were joined - despite the objections of
some white women and some black men - by
the inner logic of Enlightenment values: for
equality of opportunity and against arbitrary
exclusions based on unverified ascription of
inferiority to large categories of human beings.

As a result, in large part, of these great
Enlightenment movements operating over
more than a century, the position of both
women and blacks improved to such an extent
that, by the late twentieth century, consider-
able numbers of both groups were faculty
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Mohlo by sa tak stat za predpokladu, ze
PKM - tak ako ho poznime -, je izolovanym
javom, a nie symptémom rozsirenej choroby
zapadnej spolo¢nosti. Obavam sa, Ze by moh-
lo ist o symptém rozsiahlejsej degeneracie v
zapadnom mysleni a vo vztahu s inym symp-
témom, ktoré st priznac¢né pre hlboky upadok
v samotnom vnutri demokratického systému.
Uz predtym som hovoril o inberentnej slabosti
demokracie: o tendencii produkovat - s vy-
nimkou mimoriadnych okolnosti - vodcov,
ktori si odbornikmi na vyhrivanie priesku-
mov popularity. Do velkej miery zavisi od
$tastia, ¢i maju aj iné vlastnosti hodné obdivu.
ljplmi demokracia, v ktorej maji Zeny rovna-
ké volebné prava ako muzi, nema ani sto ro-
kov. Prezila s velkou davkou $tastia, ale to sa s
dvadsiatym storo¢im a druhym tisicro¢im
moze stratit.

Zdrojom sucasnych problémov je aj to, ze
moderné komunika¢né média tiuto inherent-
nu slabost mézu svojim vplyvom dostat do fa-
tilneho patologického stavu. Koncom dvad-
siateho storo¢ia sa udalosti Casto popisuju
prostrednictvom televiznych obrazov, ku kto-
rym treba improvizovat bleskové odpovede.
Pritom verejnost alebo verejni mienku urcu-
juci respondenti maju hmlisti predstavu o
kontexte obrazov alebo o tom, aka by mohla
byt primerana odpoved na aktuélnu situdciu,
ktorej prchavy obraz je zarucene neadekvatne
prezentovany. Uspe$na reakcia alebo zlyhanie
respondenta sa v praxi neurcuje jej dopadom
na dand situdciu, ale prieskumami verejnej
mienky a hodnotenim popularity. Demokra-
cia sa stiva sériou nepretrzitych plebiscitov, v
ktorych vitazia ,Sikovni“ poradcovia. Tragicky
paradox spociva v tom, Ze podoby slobody vy-
jadrovania z konca dvadsiateho storocia zaci-
naji ohrozovat samotnu podstatu demokra-
cie, jedinu tradiciu, ktora pripista slobodu vy-
jadrovania.

Pri tvorbe svetovej politiky a v ramci synd-
rému strazeného paliaca maji nepretrzité ple-
biscity, manipulované ,Sikovnymi“ poradca-
mi, tendenciu vytvorit svet vysnenych pred-
stav, ako sa neddvno preukazalo aj vo fraske
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members as well as students in major universi-
ties. At this point, an understandable but re-
grettable informal coalition came into being
between the two categories of the formerly
excluded. Coalitions are always directed
against someone, and this one was directed
against white males: dead white males and live
white males. This adversarial coalition was at
the origin of, and is still at the core of, the ne-
gative multiculturalist agenda culminating in
“Western culture’s got to go.“

Coalitions are always directed against
someone, and this one was directed
against white males: dead white males
and live white males.

It seems increasingly likely, however, that
multiculturalism may have to go before Wes-
tern culture has to. There are signs that the
multiculturalist alliance is under stress. In par-
ticular, and somewhat unexpectedly, the rising
influence of black feminism within the general
feminist movement - although it has been fa-
voured and accredited by the prestige of multi-
culturalism - tends, on the whole, to undermi-
ne the multiculturalistalliances on the campu-
ses. Black feminists do not indeed admire
white males as much as white males admire
themselves, but neither are black feminists
disposed to view white males, living or dead, as
the sole villains of the piece, sole oppressors of
blacks and women. Black feminists are aware
that it is not only white males who are racists:
white females have often been so and often
still are. Black feminists also know that it is not
only white males who are sexists: black males
have often been so and often still are. Black fe-
minists are probably the biggest challenge to
PCM but not the only one. It seems to me that
the black male students and the white female
students of today are less preoccupied with the
peculiar wickedness of the white male than was
the case of many of their predecessors in the
previous decade. All in all there seems to be a
fair chance that PCM may fade out during the
first quarter of the next century.
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Operdcia obnovenia demokracie. Podobné po-
temkiniddy maju za dlohu oklamat masy a vy-
hrat volby. NajzlovestnejSou ¢rtou tohto pro-
cesu, pokial ide o budicnost osvietenskej tra-
dicie, je stupenn prijatelnost takychto frasiek
medzi intelektuilnou elitou sveta médii.
Zaciatkom oktébra 1994 zhodnotil Anthony
Lewis, kmefiovy liberilny uc¢enec New York
Times, Operdciu obnovenia demokracie ako mi-
moriadne uspesnou. MoézZeme byt hrdi, napi-
sal, z dobre vykonanj prace.

To je ocividny pripad intelektuala z konca
dvadsiateho storo¢ia, postihnutého vnitor-
nym rozkladom.

Symptémy demokracie, ktora sa vymyka
spod kontroly, st zretelnejsie v Spojenych §ta-
toch nez inde na Zapade. Spojené staty vsak
maji aj vic§iu regenerani schopnost. Tam -
a vyluéne tam - je osvietenska tradicia popret-
kdvana nirodnou hrdostou, civilnym nabo-
Zenstvom a obsahuje emocionalny niboj a vi-
talitu, ktora je priznacna pre takito kombina-
ciu. V niektorych eurépskych krajinach uz o-
chorenie pripomina termindlne Stadium.
Taliansko, kde st korene fasizmu, javi znaky
jeho navratu. Z Francuzska sa dozvedame o
simultinnej strate dovery vo vsefky demokra-
tické strany. V Rakusku zaznamenala extrém-
na pravica ohromujice volebné zisky. V
Nemecku je neonacizmus zatial slaby, ale ak
Rakusko a Taliansko ovlddne nejaka forma fa-
$izmu, mnohi Nemci sa pridaji. Fasizmus,
podobne ako jeho predchodca nietzscheov-
stvo, je bohuzial ta prava ideologia pre straze-
ny paldc v meste zasiahnutom morom.

Rozhodol som sa skonéit v pochmirnom
téne, pretoZe to ma svoje opodstatnenie; aj
preto, lebo verim, Ze bit na poplach je koncom
dvadsiateho storocia ovela menej nebezpecné
ako obmedzené a neodoévodnené sebauspoko-
jenie, ktoré nastipilo na konci studenej vojny.

Chcel som na ziver odcitovat uryvok, v
ktorom Friedrich Nietzsche v roku 1887 hla-
del na budiice, nase vlastné storocie. Mala by
mu viak predchidzat nevyhnutna interpreta-
cia vyrazu ,Boh je mftvy“ a nietzscheovskej
yradostnosti“.

It may, if we assume that PCM, as we now
know it, is an isolated phenomenon and not a
symptom of a wider malaise in Western socie-
ty. I fear it may be a symptom of a wider dege-
neration within the Western mind, and related
to other symptoms, such as those indicative of
deep malaise within the democratic system.
I spoke earlier of an inherent weakness in de-
mocracy: the tendency to produce - except in
occasional extraordinary circumstances - lea-
ders who are specialists in winning popularity
contests. Whether they have any other admir-
able qualities is largely a matter of luck. Full
democracy - with women voting as well as men
- is less than a hundred years old. It has had an
adequate run of luck so far, but the luck may be
beginning to run out along with the twentieth
century and the second millennium.

One large source of the present trouble is
that modern communications are working on
that inherent weakness in ways that may be
transforming it into a terminal pathological
condition. In the late twentieth century,
issues tend to be defined by television images,
to which speedy responses must be improvis-
ed, without either the public or the governing
respondents having more than a hazy notion
of the context of the images, or of what might
constitute an appropriate response to the ac-
tual situation of which the fleeting image is
necessarily an inadequate exposé. In practice,
the success or failure of the response is not de-
fined by its effects on that situation but by
opinion polls and popularity ratings. Demo-
cracy is turning into a series of instant plebis-
cites, over which the spin doctor is king. There
is a tragic paradox here in that the forms
which freedom of expression is taking in the
late twentieth century are beginning to threat-
en democracy itself: the only tradition that
Permits freedom of expression.

In international policy-forming especially,
and within the guarded palace syndrome, the
instant plebiscites, manipulated by the spin
doctors, tend to manufacture a fantasy world
as recently exemplified in the charade Opera-
tion Restore Democracy. Such charades are
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Vyrazom ,Boh je mftvy* mal Nietzsche na
mysli opak krestanskej etiky, zaloZenej na su-
cite, ktory prezil aj upadok niabozenstva a ozi-
vil osvietensku tradiciu. Nietzsche zostal
srozjareny , ked hladel dopredu na tiene nad-
chadzajiceho storodia a videl ako neodvratny
princip, ktory sformuloval v diele Véla k moci
(Die Wille zur Macht): ,,Vi¢sina ludi nema pra-
vo na existenciu, ale si nestastim pre nadlu-
di“.

V piatej knihe Radostnej vedy (Die frihli-
che Wissenschaft) Nietzsche so zrakom upre-
tym do budicnosti, napisal:

,»Co se sebou nese nase veseli: Ta nejvétsi z novych
udalosti, ze ,,Biih je mrtev*, Ze vira v kiestanského
Boha se stala nevérohodnou, privé za¢ina vrhat na
Evropu své prvni stiny. Alesponi tém, jejichz o¢i, je-
jichz nedivéra v oéich je pro toto predstaveni dost
silnd a jemna, se zda, Ze zapadlo jakési slunce, Ze se
v pochyby obratila néjaka stara, hluboka nedivéra.
Nas stary svét se jim musi zdat den ode dne temnéj-
§i, neduvéfivesi, cizejsi, ,starsi“. Jako hlavni véc
vak mizeme prohlasit: Ta udilost je pfilis velka, je
prilis daleko, pfilis stranou dusevni kapacity mno-
hych, nez aby zpriva o ni mohla byt povazovina za
dorazivsi.

Pomléme, Ze by vsichni védéli, co se tim vlastné
stalo a covsechno, poté co pohrbili tuto viru, se ted
musi zbofit -. Nebot na ni bylo vSe postaveno, o ni
to bylo opfeno, v ni to vyriistalo - napriklad celd na-
$e evropska morilka. Takova dlouha hojnost a pak
nasledek zbofeni, padu, prevratu, ktery nyni pied
néami stoji - kdo by uz dnes o ném mohl uhiadnout
tolik, aby musel udat ucitele a zvéstovatele této pfi-
$erné logiky strasaki, proroka zatemnéni a slunec-
ni tmy, jemuz podobny pravdépodobné nikdy na
Zemi neexistoval?...Ani my, rozeni feSitelé, ktefi
takika cekdme na vrcholech hor, postaveni mezi
dnes a zitra, napjati v protikladu mezi dneskem a
zititkem, my predcasné narozeni kojenci nadchaze-
jiciho stoleti, jimz by uz vlastné stiny, které uz uz
musi rozvijet Evropu, mély vstupovat do tvari - ¢im
to, Ze ani my, bez skuteéného podilu na tomto za-
temnéni, bez strachu a starosti o sebe samotné, ne-
hledime vstfic jejich povySeni? Snad stojime jesté
pfilis nizko pod nejblizsimi disledky této udalosti,
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designed to deceive the masses and win elect-
ions. But the most ominous feature of this
process, as far as the future of the Enlighten-
ment tradition is concerned, is the degree of
acceptability which such a charade can com-
mand among the intellectual elite of the com-
munications world. At the beginning of
October 1994, Anthony Lewis, the resident li-
beral pundit of the New York Times, called
Operation Restore Democracy “amazingly
successful.“ “Now it is time,“ he wrote, “for
pride at a job being well done.“

A bad case there of late-twentieth-century
intellectual dry rot.

The symptoms of democracy getting out
of control are more obvious in the United
States than elsewhere in the West. Yet the
United States possesses also more recupera-
tive power. There and there alone, the En-
lightenment tradition is interwoven with na-
tional pride and a civil religion, and has emo-
tional appeal, and the stamina that goes with
this combination. In some European coun-
tries the disease already looks like being ter-
minal. Italy, where Fascism began, shows
signs of returning to it. From France a simul-
taneous loss of confidence in all the democra-
tic parties is reported. In Austria recently the
far right has made staggering electoral gains.
So far, neo-Nazism is weak in Germany, but if
Fascism, in some form, should take over in
Austria as well as in Italy, many Germans will
be disposed to move in the same direction.
Fascism, like its ancestor Nietzscheanism, is
unfortunately an appropriate ideology for a
guarded palace in a city gripped by the plague.

I have chosen to end on a sombre note,
both because this is warranted and because
I believe alarmism to be far less dangerous to
us, in the late twentieth century, than the wit-
less complacency which setin at the end of the
Cold War.

I want to quote in conclusion a passage in
which Friedrich Nietzsche, in 1887, looked for-
ward to the next century: our own. But first a
necessary word of interpretation about “God is
dead“ and about Nietzschean “cheerfulness.“
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a tyto nejblizsi dusledky nejsou pro nas, naopak nez
jak by clovék mohl o¢ekavat, viibec smutné ani za-
temnujici - mnohem vic jsou novym, tézko popsa-
telnym druhem svétla, stésti, ulehéeni, obveseleni,
povzbuzeni, rannich Cervanky...Vskutku, my filo-
zofové a ,svobodni duchové“ se pfi zprivé, ze ten
ystary Bith je mrtev* citime jako ozafeni néjakymi
novymi rannimi Cervinky, nase srdce pfi tom pre-
kypuje vdécnosti, Gzasem, tusenim, ocekavanim.
Konecné je nas horizont zase volny (ani nezvaznél
svym zastfenim), kone¢né mohou zase nase koraby
vyplout, vyplout vstfic kazdému nebezpeci, kazda
opoviazlivostpoznavajiciho je zase povolena, more,
nase mofre tu zas lezi oteviené - snad jesté nikdy do-

posud nebylo tak ,oteviené“!*

Tiene, ktoré musia ¢oskoro zahalit
Eurépu , ako ich predvidal Nietzsche, ukryva-
li nacizmus, ktory sa hlasil k Nietzschemu a
jeho morilnej revolucii.

Nietzscheho ziak, hladiac v istrety nad-
chadzajicemu tisicrociu, by mohol polahky
zazit zlovestnu nietzscheovsku ,veselost*.

Pri pohlade na nadchéddzajuce tisicrocie by
sme si mali uvedomit moznost navratu tiefiov.
Milénium by teda malo byt prilezitostou pre
sebaspytovanie, pre racionalne pochopenie;
predovsetkym si vyjasnime hlavy, kym nebude
neskoro. Odporucanie ¢lena britskej Komisie
pre milénium, aby sme oslavovali ,vzrusene,
zapilene a nadsene“, je receptom na zahubu v
opitosti. Trivializicia sa nemusi nevyhnutne
stat najtrividlnejSou chorobou, na ktoré moze
nasa kultira zahynit. Prenikajica trivialita,
demonstrativna lahkomyselnost samolubych
establiSmentov je zndma tym, Ze pripravuje
cestu pre nastup novych dravych elit. Pred-
stavuje jednu z moznosti dokonca uz pre rané
obdobie nového tisicrocia.

Z anglického origindlu prelozila Viera Rybarova

* Prelozil Miroslav Pavlik, vyslo vo vydavatelstve Prazska

imaginace v Prahe, 1991

By “God is dead,“ Nietzsche intended the
reversal of the Christian ethic, based on
compassion, which had survived the decline
of revealed religion and animated the En-
lightenment tradition. The “cheerfulness” he
experienced as he looked ahead into the shad-
ows of the coming century was about the im-
minent triumph of the principle he laid down
in The Will to Power: “The great majority of
men have no right to existence, but are a mis-
fortune to higher men.“

Looking forward in that spirit, Nietzsche
wrote in Book V of The Gay Science:

“The background of our cheerfulness: The
greatest recent event - that “God is dead,” that the
belief in the Christian God has ceased to be believ-
able - is even now beginning to cast its first shad-
ows over Europe. For the few, at least, whose eyes,
whose suspicion in their eyes, is strong and sensi-
tive enough for this spectacle, some sun seems to
have set just now.... In the main, however, this may
be said: the event itself is much too great, too dis-
tant, too far from the comprehension of the many
even for the tidings of it to be thought of as having
arrived yet, not to speak of the notion that many
people might know what has really happened here,
and what must collapse now that this belief has
been undermined - all that was built upon it, leaned
on it, grew into it; for example, our whole European
morality...

Even we born guessers of riddles who are, as it
were, waiting on the mountains, put there between
today and tomorrow, we firstlings and premature
births of the coming century, to whom the shadows
that must soon envelop Europe really should have
appeared by now - why is it that even we look for-
ward to it without any real compassion for this dar-
kening, and above all without any worry and fear
for ourselves? Is it perhaps that we are still too de-
eply impressed by the first consequences of this
event and these first consequences, the consequen-
ces for us, are perhaps the reverse of what one
might expect: not at all sad and dark, but rather like
anew, scarcely describable kind of light, happiness,
relief, exhilaration, encouragement, dawn?
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Indeed, we philosophers and “free spirits“ feel as
if a new dawn were shining on us when we receive
the tidings that “the old god is dead”; our heart
overflows with gratitude, amazement, anticipation,
expectation. At last the horizon appears free again
to us, even granted that it is not bright; at last our
ships may venture out again, venture out to face any
danger; all the daring of the lover of knowledge is
permitted again; the sea, our sea, lies open again;

)«

perhaps there has never yet been such an ’open sea’.

“The shadows that must soon envelope
Europe,“ as foreseen by Nietzsche, included
Nazism, which was to acknowledge its debt to
Nietzsche and his ethical revolution.

A disciple of Nietzsche looking forward
into the shadows of the coming millennium
might well experience that sinister Nietzsche-
an “cheerfulness.”
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As the rest of us look towards the coming
millennium we should be aware of the possibi-
lity of a return of the shadows. The millenni-
um, therefore, should be an occasion for self-
questioning, for rational apprehension, above
all for trying to clear our heads, before it is too
late. The prescription of a member of the
British Millennium Commission - to celebra-
te the millennium with “fizz, panache, excite-
ment”“ - is a recipe for passing away in a be-
fuddled condition. Trivialization is not neces-
sarily the most trivial of the combination of
maladies from which our culture can die. And
ingrowing triviality, the pompous frivolity of
complacent Establishments, has been known
to prepare the way for the emergence of feroci-
ous new elites. That is among the possibilities
for even the early part of the new millenium.





