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NOVY SVET A OSUDY ZVAZKOV
§tB NA SLOVENSKU

Denno-denne vnimame, aky dblezity dopad maju
udalosti z 11. septembra na svetovu politiku,
bezpecnost a hospodarstvo. Znacny posun nastane gj
v debatidch o zdsadnych existenénych, socialnych
a ekologickych otdzkach dneska. Naopak, zvySena
zranitelnost modernych spolo¢nosti a pretrvavanie
hrozby teroristickych Utokov robi bezpredmetné mno-
hé problémy, ktoré sa predtym zdali byt dominantné.
Jeden mgj priatel, ktory bol v tom ¢ase vo Washing-
tone a bol nlteny tam este tyzden zotrvat, stravil mno-
ho ¢asu v knihkupectvéch, kde listoval v mnoZstve knih
z oblasti filozofie a socidlnych vied. Neskor sa mi
zdoveril, Ze mal pocit, akoby takmer osemdesiat per-
cent problémov, o ktorych sa v tych knihach piSe, strati-
lo zmysel alebo aktudlnost. Jeho vnimanie bolo asi
prili§ ovplyvnené bezprostrednostou katastrofy, no
uréite mnohé akademické konflikty a problémy, tak
vasnivé v minulosti, preziju v este vacsej izolacii od
redineho diania. Témy a otazky, ktoré, dufajme, budu
dominovat v buducnosti, sa dotykaji naSej samotne;
existencie aosuduludstva, a dejiny i filozofia budu zdro-
jom, ktory ndm pomoze Celif problémom budticnosti.
Hrozba civilizovanému svetu po 11. septembri viak
mbZze byt vnimana ako varovanie alebo vyzva, aby sme
prehodnotili nase priority.

Hnacou silou rozvoja modernej techniky bolo a je,
okrem zabezpedenia pohodinejSieho Zivota, zvySenie
bezpecnosti pred réznymi chorobami, prirodnymi Zivia-
mi alebo vojenskou agresiou. Pogas minulého storodia
mnohi myslitelia varovali pred jej negativnym vplyvom
na spolo¢nost. AvSak drviva vacsina ludi vnimala rozvoj
techniky kladne, kedZe vdaka nemu sa stal Zivot
bezpelnejsi, dihsi a ekonomicky prosperujlcejsi. Prave
pocit bezpecnosti bol silne nastrbeny po 11. septembri.
Obnazil slabinu priemyselného sveta, ked nim
vytvorend technika bola zneuzita fanatickym a dosled-
nym nepriatelom. Reakcia na tieto udalosti bola symp-
tomatickd. Bola nasadené este dokonalejSie technika
na vyhladédvanie, monitorovanie a zneSkodnenie
nepriatela. Tieto opatrenia Ciastocne upokoja vy-
straSenu verejnost, no nepredidu hlavnej hrozbe, ktora
sa odvija od 11. septembra.

Tuzba vrétit sa k predchadzajicemu stavu bezpecia
je pochopitelnd, no iluzérna. Tento pocit neistoty by
nds vSak nemal odradit od triezveho zhodnotenia
dnesnej situdcie. Neodkladne sa musi zacat diskusia,
ako by malo reagovat medzindrodne spologenstvo,
jednotlivé viady a ingtiticie. Ci je svet schopny néjst

THE NEW WORLD AND
SLOVAKIA'S COMMUNIST PAST

The impact of September 11 on world politics,
security, and economy has been enormous.
Similarly, the magnitude of the catastrophe, the ex-
posed vulnerability of the modern societies and
permanence of threat makes superfluous a num-
ber of issues that, beforehand, had seemed signifi-
cant. A friend of mine, who was in Washington on
September 11 and then was unable to leave for
a week, spent much of his time in bookstores.
Flipping through philosophy and social science
books, he observed to me later, he felt that almost
eighty per cent of the issues dealt with in those
books seemed to him to have lost their relevance.
Perhaps it was the immediacy of the catastrophe.
Nevertheless, numerous cultural and philosophical
debates, only recently so potent, suddenly reced-
ed to the remotest corners of the ivory tower. Nowy,
we are seized with the most fundamental ques-
tions about our collective existence. History and
philosophy provide a repository of knowledge that
can help us to confront the future. In a sense, the
threat to the civilized world that began with
September 11 might be viewed as an opportunity,
as a warning of the need to re-establish our priori-
ties.

A primary aim of developing modern technolo-
gy - besides from promoting social well-being -
has been to increase the security of human be-
ings, whether from illness, natural elements, or
armed aggression. As technology advanced dur-
ing the last century, many complained about its in-
trusion into our private lives, yet the vast majority of
people have appreciated and approved its ad-
vances, if only because our lives have in fact be-
come longer, more affluent, and more secure. The
security aspect of our existence was badly shaken
on September 11, the terrorist attacks in New York
and Washington exposed the vulnerability of the
industrial world to a fanatical and determined ene-
my that malevolently exploited modern technolo-
gy against its creators. Besides increased state se-
curity measures, a major response to these attacks
has been a renewed effort to develop and deploy
even more sophisticated technology to track
down, monitor, and eliminate terrorists. Such
measures might reassure a frightened public but
they do not address all aspects of the threat un-
leashed on September 11.
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nové rieSenia a adekvatne reagovat nie je vobec isté -
situécia je bezprecedentnd a urcite neexistuje idedlne
rieSenie. Jedna moznost je presunut velké pravomoci
na Statny aparat a tak zabezpeCit vypétranie a zaistenie
nepriatelov bez byrokratickych prekdzok. AvSak takyto
postup rieSenia by mohol fahko odporovat zakladnym
sloboddm liberdinej demokracie, kedZe policajny Stat
a liberdlna demokracia nemozu koexistovat. Velmi
délezité bude ndjst kompromis, ako zabezpelit
demokratické slobody a zéroveri podstatne zvysit
obranu proti teroristickym organizaciam.

Kazdé Cislo K&K v zésade tvoria nezavislé bloky.
Napriek tomu sa obCas objavi spoloénd téma, ktord
prepoji rozne témy v jednotlivych Castiach. Takyto
spolo€ny menovatel mozno néjst aj v tomto Cisle.
Prepojenie je zrejmé v pripade osudu zvizkov Statnej
bezpecnosti a osobnej skisenosti Timothyho Gartona
Asha so smutne slavnou tajnou policiou NDR Stasi,
ktoru popisuje vo svojej knihe Zvazok. George Blecher
vo svojom liste, ktory pre nds napisal, popisuje viastnu
skusenost po 11. septembri v New Yorku. Nakoniec,
blok o Foucaultovi hovori o jeho interpretacii moci.
Vsetky tieto témy do istej miery spaja otdzka roly Statu,
jeho moci, ktord pouZiva na zabezpelenie svojej
bezpecnosti a zaroven ovplyviiuje prava a slobodu
obcanov.

Vo svojej eseji Blecher popisuje, ako pér dni po 11.
septembri bezpecnostné sluzby na letisku v New Yorku
ostro reagovali na zart, ktory si neodpustil na margo ob-
sahu svojho kufra. Blecher piSe: ,Nechcel som ni¢ iné,
len celd vec trochu odlahCit, ale pokusil som sa to
v zmenenom svete, v ktorom si ‘autority’ nemozu do-
volit rozliSovat medzi nervozitou, sarkazmom a tym, Ze
niekto je nepriatefom $tatu". VV Gase, ked sa demokracie
nachadzaju v nebezpedi, §tat Casto vykondva svoju
moc na Ukor slobéd a prav svojich obyvatelov.
V takych pripadoch je zloZité rozliSit, do akej miery su
nevyhnutné pradvomoci pre Statne organy a kedy nasté-
va oklieStovanie demokracie. Nebezpecie po 11. sep-
tembri je prdve v tom, Ze tato hranica sa posuva
anevieme, kedy a kde sa zastavi. Nerad by som vyznel
alarmujtco alebo paranoidne, chcem len zdéraznit, Ze
pri takychto nevyhnutnych presunoch moci na Statne
organy musi byt spolocnost vzdy v strehu. V tomto
zmysle Foucaultove tedrie o mocenskych vztahoch
a naSa skusenost s komunistickou tajnou policiou
poskytuju zopdr rad a varovani.

Foucault vo svojom pojednani o moci, tak ako to
poznédme z Heglovho pojednania o otrokovi a panovi
zdorazriuje, Ze mocenské vztahy nepredstavujl jed-
nostranny, absolitne nerovny pomer. Neexistuje ani
absolttna moc ani absolUtna poddanost. Hoci vztah je
nerovny, niekedy mimoriadne nerovny, slab3ia strana
nikdy nie je totdlne bezmocna. Samozrejme, toto tvr-
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A desire to return to normalcy, to restore a feel-
ing of security, is understandable but is illusory.
This is not, as some suggested, the beginning of
war, certainly not in its traditional sense; rather it is
a strong reminder of whom and what we face
ahead. This sense of pervasive insecurity should
not, however, prevent us from trying to confront
and comprehend the present state in which we
find ourselves. We badly need to begin a discus-
sion about how the international system, state gov-
ernments, and local communities should respond.
One obvious impulse is to cede massive police
powers to governments in order that authorities
can proceed unfettered in identifying and incarcer-
ating enemies. Such an approach, however, can
easily contradict some basic principles of liberal-
democratic society. In fact, a police state and liber-
al democracy cannot coexist. To find a compro-
mise between assuring democratic freedoms and
enhancing a robust defense against the crimes of
terrorists is daunting challenge we now face.

Each issue of K&K is made of independent con-
tributions. Yet, sometimes a common theme ap-
pears that interconnects the various issues fo-
cused upon and individual works reviewed. Such
a common denominator can be found in this issue.
The most obvious connection is between the still
unexamined role of the communist-era secret po-
lice (5tB) in Slovakia and the review of Garton
Ash’s book, The File, which examines the au-
thor's experience in the 1980s with the infamous
East German secret police, the Stasi. George
Blecher's letter contains his observations from
New York after September 11. Finally, the review
of Foucault deals with his interpretation of power.
What loosely connects them all is the role of the
state and the power it employs to preserve securi-
ty and the ways that this affects the rights of indi-
viduals.

In his letter written for us, Blecher describes
how, a few days after September 11, an airport se-
curity official reacted sternly to a joke about the
content of his luggage. Blecher remarks: "All I'd re-
ally wanted to do was lighten things up a little, but
I'd tried to do it in a changed world where the ‘au-
thorities” can't allow themselves to recognize the
difference between nervousness, sarcasm, and
being an enemy of the state". Often, when democ-
racies find themselves in danger, state power is ex-
ecuted at the expense of its citizens’ freedoms and
rights. At such moments, it can be extremely diffi-
cult to distinguish between heightened security
and the start of oppression. Yet, the grave danger
of the aftermath of September 11 is that the
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denie neplati vZdy a vSade, v kaZzdej krajnej situacii.
Napriklad, tazko si je predstavit, aki moc mali trestanci
v Stalinovych gulagoch. Napriek tomu, Foucaultova
analyza sa zda byt vSeobecne platnd: obc¢ania nie su
bezmocni v konfrontacii s politickou mocou alebo
v rdmci akejkolvek socidlnej nerovnosti.

Pre tych, ¢o maju skisenost len s demokratickym
zriadenim, tento poznatok mdze byt samozrejmy, no
pre mnohych &o zaZili komunisticky rezim, sa moc
tajnej policie mohla zdat neobmedzend. Napriek tomu,
filozofické tedrie o mocenskych vztahoch a dejiny ko-
munistickych tajnych sluZieb akoby do seba neza-
padali. Oni su vSak prepojené. Cinnost disidentov -
Sacharov v USSR, Michnik v Polsku, Tatarka a Kusy na
Slovensku - svedCi o tom, Ze moc reZzimu bola do
urcitej miery limitovana, akokolvek hrozivo pdsobil. Tito
disidenti a im podobni boli dékazom nielen ludskej in-
tegrity a odvahy, ale svojou Cinnostou dokazovali, Ze
moc existuje v urcitom pomere a pdsobi obojstranne.
Clovek nikdy nie je Uplne bezmocny, vzdy sa najdu
trhliny, ako redukovat moc mocnych. Havlova esgj
.Moc bezmocnych" bola tieZz vyzvou pre pasivnych
spoluobCanov, aby sa prebudili zo svojej ulity a uve-
domili si svoj potencidl pri konfrontécii s komunistickym
rezimom.

V daldej Casti tohto Cisla sa venujeme problému,
ktory dodnes tazi slovensku spolocnost. Ten problém je
0 neschopnosti a nevoli vyrovnat sa z naSou minu-
lostou - leitmotiv niekolkych predchédzajucich Cisel
K&K. Prec¢o dodnes pretrvava tento stav? Komunistickd
a faSisticka skusenost - teda Utlak a pokora, prispo-
sobenie a ob¢asny fanatizmus - pre celé tri generécie
veli trivializovat a zabldat. Veli nevracat sa nielen
k vlastnému zlyhaniu, ¢o by bolo ludsky pochopitelné,
no brani mnohym pomenovat zlyhanie tych, ktori su
s nimi rodinne, konfesiondlne &i viechovo poprepletani.
A do tej trojice sa, s boZou pomocou, vtesnd kazdy, kto
by si zasliZil odstdenie a mozno aj trest. Problém je
v tom, Ze ak nepomenujeme veci pravym menom,
mordine sa stdvame spoluvinnikmi. V retazovej reakcii
zabldania a zfah&ovania ti. ¢o by sa mali hanbit a bat
(ako detinsky a staromddne zneju tieto dve zakladné
premisy antickej etky - hanba - a Zidovsko-
krestanskej morélky - bazer), sa bud’ bezostySne vy-
smievaju alebo protestuju proti zasahovaniu do ich
sukromia, ak niekto poukazuje na ich minulost.
Neochota, neschopnost a strach skimat viastnd minu-
lost, potrestat kriminalnikov a drZitefov moci v jednej
osobe spred roka 1989 alebo spred roka 1998 a doti-
ahnut veci do konca, sa zdéa byt vizitka, ktord nas bude
vZdy prezrddzat, akokolvek budeme Uspesni v inych
doleZitych oblastiach.

Reflexia a zhodnotenie osudu zvazkov $tB je len
pred nami, kedZe ich obsah je na rozdiel od inych kra-

boundaries have shifted and we cannot say where
they will stop. This is not meant to sound alarmist
or paranoid, nor is it intended to echo anarchist
nonsense about absolute freedom. The main ob-
jective while facing down this new threat is not to
become complacent. Here, both Foucault’s theory
and the experience of the Communist secret po-
lice offer some advice and caution.

In his discussion about power, Foucault insists
the same as Hegel did that power relations are not
a one-way phenomenon of master and slave.
Neither absolute power nor complete servitude
exists. Although the relationship is unequal, some-
times disproportionately so, the weaker side is
never entirely powerless. Arguably, this observa-
tion does not apply everywhere and at all times;
for example, it is difficult to imagine what power
was possessed by the inmates of Stalin’s gulag.
This said, Foucault’s insight remains generally
valid: citizens are not powerless in the face of po-
litical and social authority.

This may seem obvious to those accustomed
to living in a democratic society, but it is harder to
observe in the context of a communist regime in
which the secret police seemed omnipotent. Yet,
even there, the emergence of dissidents —
Sacharov in the Soviet Union, Michnik in Poland,
Tatarka and Kusy in Slovakia — demonstrates that
the power of even that state was, in fact, limited,
however daunting and oppressive it appeared.
These dissidents and others like them demonstra-
ted courage and integrity, but they demonstrated,
too, that power is relational, it is exerted both ways.
One is never entirely impotent powerless: there are
almost always ways to exert pressure on the dom-
inating power. Havel's essay "The Power of
Powerless" was written to reawaken his fellow
citizens from their complacency and fear to the
liberating potential of this idea.

Now these philosophical theories and the his-
tory of the Communist secret police may seem like
two different worlds. But they are not unrelated.
Another contribution to this issue of K&K address-
es a problem that besets Slovak society and which
we have been unwilling to resolve to this very day.
The problem is our refusal to confront our past
and, in particular, to open the secret police files
that the StB amassed about its citizens - including
those who were its collaborators, those who were
its victims, and those who were both. As things
currently stand, these secret files are available nei-
ther to the affected citizens nor to the historians.
Timothy Garton Ash would not have been able to
write an account of his experience in East



jin dodnes tajny. Zvizky $tB st nielen nepristupné, ale,
miesto v §tatnych archivoch s pod spravou, a teda po-
tencidlne zneuZitelné, stcasnej spravodajskej sluzby
SIS - $kandalézny stav, o ktorom sa takmer nevie
a o ktorom akoby nebol zdujem rozprévat. Preto
namiesto diskusie o vysledkoch a analyzach
odbornych komisii, namiesto vypovedi obeti, ale 3
tych, o tvorili aparat $tB a agentov, sa méZeme na
strankach K&K podujat ,len" na reflexiu fenoménu StB.
Aky dopad na naSu spolo¢nost ma fakt, Ze sme od-
ké&zani na nespolahlivy Cibulkov zoznam, ktory ,zrovno-
pravnil' vietkych na zozname StB; ze od roku 1990 sa
zvazky zneuzivali; Ze medzi nami chodia ti, ktori
dondsali, ale aj ti, ¢o su tam bezdévodne a dodnes
prezivaji traumu, ktord nemdzu dovysvetlovat

Kniha Timothy Garton Asha je aj o tom, ¢o to zna-
mena pre post-komunistickd spoloénost spristupnit
archivy tajnej sluzby. Je aj o bolesti, sklamaniach,
hanbe a strachu prameniacich z dostupnosti zvéazkov.
Garton Ash by nemohol napisat vypoved o svojej
skusenosti v NDR na zacCiatku osemdesiatych rokov, ak
by ostali tieto materidly nepristupné. Nemohol by
oslovit tych, ktori nartho dona3ali, ak by Nemecko
neprijalo z&kon, ktory poskytuje pristup k zvézkom obe-
tiam a vedcom (nie vSak do6stojnkom Stasi
a donasacom). Niektoré post-komunistické krajiny pos-
tupne, €asto s nechutou a v mensej miere, tieZ spris-
tupnili svoje archivy. Iné, medzi nimi Slovensko,
zablokovali pristup k nim na niekolko desatroci.

Zviazky StB po roku 1989 zohrali zésadnd rolu.
Dovolim si tvrdit, Ze ich osud odraZa a stéle ovplyvriuje
vyvoj na Slovensku po roku 1989. Fakt, Ze Slovensko
sa v obdobi 1994-1998 takmer stalo autoritativnou
krajinou a to Ze ti isti populisti a nacionalisti, ktori vtedy
vladli, sa mbézu opat dostat k moci, Gzko suvisi
s nevyrieSenym dedi¢stvom nasej komunistickej minu-
losti. Teda aj dediCstva, Ze niektoré vyznamné politické
osobnosti po roku 1989 sti na zozname StB.

Mnohi, &o spolupracovali s $tB nemajli prirodzene
zaujem, aby tieto zvazky boli spristupnené a poodhalili
ich hriechy z minulosti. Ked' skimame metddy pouzi-
vané tajnou policiou u nés alebo v inych krajindch
a zistujeme, kto vietko sa mohol na zoznamy a za aku
¢innost dostat, je zrejmé, Zze medzi spolupracovnikmi
boli popri mnohych dobrovolnych i nedobrovolnych
kolaborantoch mnohi nevinni. Znepristupnenie zvazkov
héadze vSak vietkych do jedného vreca a robi ich rov-
nako vydieratelnych. Ich zverejnenie by teda malo
velky vyznam aj dnes, napriek nespolahlivosti zvéazkov,
napriek faktu, Ze mnohé zvézky uz boli zni¢ené alebo
zredukované,.

Napriklad je mozné argumentovat, Ze radikalizécia
Vladimira Meciara Uzko suvisela s tym, Ze bol na zoz-
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Germany in the 1980s had he not been allowed
to sift through his dossier at the Gauck archives in
Berlin. He would not have been able to confront
those who informed on him, if Germany had not
passed a law allowing citizens to read their files.
Other post-communist countries subsequently
followed Germany's lead, some on a smaller scale
and some reluctantly. Yet, others, like Slovakia, still
prevent their citizens from viewing the contents of
their secret police files.

One reason why the issue of the handling of se-
cret police files in Slovakia is soimportant is that, in
a way, it reflects the fate of the whole Slovak soci-
ety after 1989. That is it reflects the way we have
neglected confronting our Communist past, neg-
lected our debt to historical memory, and have
avoided acknowledgment of the problems that
have ensued from not attending to these issues.
The fact that Slovakia became an almost authori-
tarian regime between 1994-1998, as well as the
fact that the same populists and nationalists might
be re-elected in 2002, has much to do with the
unresolved legacies of our Communist past, in-
cluding still powerful public figures who were once
secret police agents.

Quite naturally, many of those individuals who
were informers and agents of the secret police do
not wish to see their past activities revealed and
examined. Yet, from what we do know of the re-
cruting methods and techniques that the secret
police used, one can see that among the collabo-
rators were many willing informants but also many
innocent victims. Barring them from viewing their
file leaves both the innocent and the complicit
open to blackmail. Meanwhile, the continued
presence of the secret files has made several of
them abiding enemies of the norms of transparen-
cy and accountability that are the cornerstone of
any liberal democracy

Indeed, one could argue that the radicalization
and rise to power of the populist leader, Viadimir
Megciar, had a lot to do with the fact that he had
a secret police file — one which he, while Minister
of Interior, was determined to cover up. In many re-
spects, Mediar’s story is less a drama of how a de-
monic figure preyed upon, and almost consumed,
Slovakia than a mundane tale of a minor appa-
ratchik who was somehow involved with the se-
cret police and who apparently feared this involve-
ment would hinder his political ambitions in post-
communist political life. Quite possibly, he became
convinced that the only way to preserve his career
was to keep that past hidden, that is, to continue
a state that was closed, undemocratic, and largely
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name StB a Ze ako mimoriadne ambicidzny minister
vnutra v roku 1990 robil vSetko preto, aby zahladil svo-
je stopy. Zda sa mi, Ze Meciarov pribeh nie je o dé-
monickej postave, ktord sa pokusila a takmer dokdzala
znicit demokraciu na Slovensku, no skér mi pripada
ako prozaicky pribeh figurky, kiord sa nejako zaplietla
s $tB a ktora sa bdla, Ze jej této $kvrna v Zivotopise
zabréni v post-komunistickej politickej kariére. Je
celkom mozné, Ze nadobudol presvedCenie, Ze jediny
sposob, ako si zachranit kariéru, bolo zatajit svoju mi-
nulost. Teda urputne sa snazil vybudovat spolo¢nost,
ktord& by bola uzatvorend, v svojej podstate
nedemokratickd a ¢o do najvacsej moznej miery kon-
trolovand samotnym Meciarom. Na tito Ulohu sa po-
dujal v obdobi 1991 az 1998. Stal sa nacionalistom
(alebo konal ako nacionalista), v zasadnej miere sa za-
slizil o rozbitie Ceskoslovenska, v ktorom by mu vidy
hrozilo uplatnenie lustratného zékona. Nakoniec urobil
vSetko preto, aby Slovensko bolo vyradené zo zozna-
mu prvych kandidétov na vstup do NATO a EU.

Je celkom mozné, e keby archivy $tB boli spris-
tupnené hned po novembri 1989, osoby ako Meciar
by neurobili (taku) politickd kariéru. Pravdepodobne by
sa nahle nezmenil z horlivého federalistu na nacionalis-
tu a separatistu. Asi by tak zarputilo nebojoval proti svo-
jim politickym protivnikom a asi by ani nepouZil vsetky
legélne ale aj nelegélne prostriedky, aby ich izoloval
a umical. Nemohol by vydavat za pohon na arodej
nice snahy brat ho na zodpovednost za preukazatelné
zneuitie zvazkov StB vo funkcii ministra vntitra, ktoré
predlozila Javorského komisia. Toto je samozrejme jed-
na z moznych interpretdcii vyvoja na Slovensku po
roku 1989. Ak vSak povaZuijeme za fazisko
Meciarovho pribehu jeho meno na zozname StB, tak
jeho konanie po roku 1989 je zrozumitelnejsie a lo-
gickejSie ako pri inych interpretaciach jeho konania.

Podme k inému pripadu suvisiacemu s dedi¢stvom
zvazkov StB. Ako vieme, komunisticky rezim
v Ceskoslovensku sa snazil o o najvacsiu kontrolu
spolo¢nosti, vratane cirkvi. V sedemdesiatych rokoch si
na tento Ucel vytvoril indtitlciu Pacem in terris, ktoru
postupne tvorilo vySe tisic fardrov, najma katolickych.
Tito museli pravidelne podavat spravy o svojej innosti
priradenému ddstojnikovi $tB. Vieme si predstavit, aka
odpornd skusenost to musela byt pre tychto
duchovnych. Avak po roku 1989 fakt, Ze mnohi farari
boli ndteni spolupracovat s komunistickym reZzimom
v rdmci Pacem in terris bol prili§ kompromitujtci mate-
ridl pre cell katolicku cirkev ako aj pre KDH. Do
dnedného dna histéria Pacem in Terris nebola otvorene
prediskutovand v tlaci alebo v rdmci samotnej cirkvi.
Ziaden farar nebol ochotny vyjadrit sa k svojmu len-
stvu v tejto organizacii a Ziaden cirkevny hodnostar
nebol schopny ani len predstupit a povedat, Ze to bol

controlled by him. This was the task he undertook
between 1991 and 1998. He became a national-
ist. he was instrumental in the break-up of
Czechoslovakia in 1993, in which resistance to
federal lustration law (screening law) was one
source of division, and he did everything to push
Slovakia off of the list of candidates for NATO and
EU membership.

Quite possibly, if the secret police archives were
made public immediately after 1989 when the
communist regime crumbled, a figure like Meciar
might simply have had no political future. He
would not have been able to successfully portray
those attempts to expel him from politics for his
misuse of the secrete police files that he was con-
trolling as the Minister of Interior as a "which hunt".
He probably would not have then transformed
himself from a defender of the Czechoslovak fed-
eration to a radical nationalist and separatist; he
would probably not have been so intolerant of his
political opponents, nor would he have been so
determined to use any means to isolate and si-
lence them. This is, of course, only one possible in-
terpretation of the developments in Slovakia after
1989. Yet, the centrality of the secret police com-
ponent makes the Meciar story much more plau-
sible.

There are other examples. The communist
regime in Czechoslovakia was eager to control
every aspect of society, including religious institu-
tions - so great was its intolerance of any form of
independent life and its fear of opposition. In the
1970’s, it created a puppet organization, Pacem in
terris, composed of over a thousand priests, most-
ly Catholic. These priests regularly reported their
activities to their StB handlers. One can easily
imagine the dread and apprehension as these
priests fulfiled their loathsome duties. Neverthe-
less, after 1989, the fact that so many priests had
been collaborating with the regime would have
been highly embarrassing both to the Catholic
Church itself and to the Christian Democratic
Movement (KDH), a major party that enjoyed
mainly catholic support in the early 1990’s. Even
now, the history of Pacem in terris has not been
openly discussed, no priest has confessed his role,
and no church official has admitted that this or-
ganization existed only as an instrument of com-
munist control. Indeed, the history of Pacem in ter-
ris stands in stark contrast to the brave acts of de-
fiance of those priests in the 1950s who spoke in
defence of their faith and who were, in conse-
quence, jailed and executed. Alongside the appa-
ratchiks, then, Slovak Catholics constituted anoth-



jeden z ohyzdnych vydieracskych inStrumentov komu-
nistickeho rezimu. Vskutku, celé tri generécie velia
trivializovat a zabudat. A pritom celd Pacem in terris by
sa zdala ako bezvyznamnéa epizéda v porovnani
s odvahou a utrpenim, ktoré si duchovni vytrpeli
v patdesiatych rokoch. Tito, bréniac sisvojuvieru a dos-
tojnost, boli rezimom posielani do vazenia a na smrt. Je
teda celkom mozné, Ze popri vedeni minulého rezimu
ani katolicky kiérus nemé zéujem o otvorenie archivov
StB.

A ete jeden problém s dediéstvom $tB. Po roku
1998, ked bol Meciar porazeny koaliciou demokra-
tickych sil, sa dalo oGakavat, Ze situdcia sa zmeni. Hoci
len zopér ludi volalo po névrate lustracného zakona,
zdalo by sa logické, Ze zvazky budd odobraté
Slovenskej informacnej sluzbe, kde boli do bezpecia
deponované Meciarom. Dalo by sa o¢akdvat, Ze obdo-
ba Gauckovho instititu, ktory funguje v Nemecku, sa
vytvori na Slovensku a odbornd komisia, historici
a samozrejme obete by mali mat pristup k zvazkom.
Federalny minister vnitra po roku 1990 a dnesny ¢len
NR SR, Jan Langos, sice v oktdbri 2001 podal v NR SR
navrh zakona, ktory, okrem iného, pojednéaval
0 zvazkoch, no po péar dioch ho stiahol. Vysvetlil to
tym, Ze tomuto ndvrhu musi predchddzat
celospologenska diskusia o $tB. Udajne vycttil, Ze jeho
kolegovia v parlamente neboli ani schopni ani ochotni
diskutovat o takej haklivej téme a teda neveril, Ze méa
Sancu na Uspech.

Suma sumérom, vysledok je ten, Ze jedno z naj
horsich dediéstiev komunistickej éry zostava nepreba-
dané a potencidlne zneuzitelné. Zda sa, Ze stéle existu-
je dost ludi, ktori si odhodlani nechat zvazky pod
zdmkom. Hoci v tomto momente ich spristupnenie by
do velkej miery asi neovplyvnilo popularitu tych strén,
v ktorych vyznamni &lenovia st byvali agenti StB.
Avsak bezprostredny psychologicky efekt by bol
nesmierny. Otvorenie zvazkov StB na Slovensku by
spruznilo celt spolo¢nost, ktord upadd do cynizmu
a beznddeje, ktorych zdrojom je problematickd minu-
lost, dneSnd neuteSend situdcia a neistd politicka
buducnost.

Minulost je schopna vyvindt nesmiermy tlak na pri-
tomnost a generuje nové problémy. Zvysky nepreski-
manej minulosti si vedia najst cestu spat do pritomnos-
ti a zvyC€ajne za sebou zanechaju spust. Je iliziou mys-
liet si, Ze s prichodom novej generdcie sa staré resty
a problémy stratia. Kazda spolocnost, ¢i to chce alebo
nechce, je determinovand a formovand svojou his-
torickou pamaétou, aj ked' je tato pamét poznacena sil-
nou amnéziou. Z histérie sa poucit mdzeme, aj ne-
musime. Vyhn(t sa jej vSak neda.
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er strata of society that had no desire to have the
police archives opened.

To take yet another example. After 1998,
when Meciar was defeated by a coalition of dem-
ocratic forces, many expected the situation to
change. While few advocated the revival and im-
plementation of the lustration laws of the early
1990s, some hoped that the files would be recov-
ered from the Slovak intelligence Service, where
they were safely stored by Megiar. It was also ex-
pected that both affected citizens and professional
historians would be granted access to the files, as
was done in Germany, Poland and the Czech
Republic. Jan Langos, an MP who had been the
first Minister of Interior after 1989, submitted in
October 2001 a bill to parliament regulating ac-
cess to StB files only to withdraw it several days
later. He explained that such a bill would first re-
quire broad public discussion about the StB.
Apparently, he sensed that his colleagues were
neither able nor willing to debate such a hot topic
and that, in this atmosphere, his bill had little
chance of succeeding.

The outcome of the entire affair is that one of
the most dreaded legacies of the communist peri-
od remains unexamined. There are, it seems, still
many individuals determined to keep the archives
sealed. At this point, their exposure would proba-
bly not substantially decrease the popularity of
those political parties who count in their ranks
prominent members who were once $tB inform-
ants. Yet, psychologically, the release of the S$tB
files would provide a major boost for a society that
has fallen into cynicism and apathy about its cur-
rent situation, political prospects, and its troubled
past.

Sometimes, the past exerts as much pressure
as any oppressive present and can be equally diffi-
cult to overcome. It is an illusion to think that with
the arrival of new generation the skeletons from
the closet will disappear. Each society is, willy-nilly,
conditioned and shaped by its historical memory,
even where that memory is clouded by collective
amnesia. The residue of the unexamined past has
a way of returning with a vengeance. Whether we
choose to learn from it or not, the past cannot be
avoided.






