PROBLEMOM JE VEDIET,
CO CITAT

Kamila Stullerova

Kritika & Kontext ma dvadsat rokov! V inych dobach by mozno
dvadsat rokov predstavovalo obdobie bez vic¢sich zmien. Ale
Kritika vznikla v dobe, ked internet sice uz existoval, no ma-
lokto ho pokladal za svoj hlavny zdroj informacii, v dobe, ked
hranice boli uz otvorené, no maloktori z nas to mohli vyuzit
k rozsireniu inych ne? turistickych zaujmov. Stadium v zahra-
nidi, vratane Ceska bolo za Me&iara prakticky nemozné. A tak
nam zahrani¢né knihy a ¢lanky boli zvi¢$a nedostupné. Kritika
tak formovala minimalne jednu generaciu ludi zaujimajtcich
sa o reflexiu spolo¢enskych otazok, ich analyzu a tvahy nimi
in$pirované. Mala som to $tastie, Ze som patrila k tejto genera-
cii. Kritike a Vyberovému vzdelavaciemu spolku, ktory bol
s ou spaty nielen zdielanim spolo¢nych priestorov na Medenej
ulici, vda¢im za velmi vela. Zasadnym spdsobom rozsirili mdj
horizont a ur¢ili smer mojim zaujmom.

Casy sa zmenili, VVS vystriedala BISLA a aj Kritika uz sidli
vo vyhovujtcejsich priestoroch. Globalizacia a informatizacia
priniesli eSte vicsie zmeny. Mohlo by sa zdat, Ze ¢asopis ako
Kritika v tomto svete uZz nema miesto. Ved na internete je
vSetko - i ked'nie zadarmo. Ale problémom nie je hlavne platba
za obsah, aj ked pristup k spolo¢enskovednym ¢lankom je bez
indtitucionalneho predplatného prakticky nedostupny. V ére
pretlaku informacii, textov a nazorov je hlavnhym problémom
vediet, ¢o ¢itat. Vidim to na svojich $tudentoch dnes a denne.
Potrebuju hadam este vicsie vedenie k tomu, ¢o a ako ¢itat, ako
sa zorientovat v spleti textov rozli¢nej kvality, neZ generacie
pred nimi. A toto vedenie potrebujeme aj my ostatni vratane
tych z nas, ktori sa profesionalne venuju zveladovaniu a rozsi-
rovaniu poznania. Sme ¢im dalej uz$ie $pecializovani a stra-
came $ir$i kontext. A prave preto prajem Kritike ¢» Kontext
aspon dalsich dvadsat rokov.

K okruhlemu vyrociu chcem ¢itatelov Kritiky ¢~ Kontext na-
smerovat k textu, ktory zasadne formoval moje profesijné za-
meranie a vlastne mdj zivot. Je to text, ktory som ¢itala so zata-
jenym dychom a nemohla sa od neho odtrhnut. Celd kniha ma
okolo 150 stran a precitala som ju za jednu jesenni noc v Buda-
pesti v roku 2000. Kniha Alberta O. Hirschmana Va$ne a zéuj-
my (The Passions and the Interests: Political Arguments for
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Capitalism before Its Triumph, Princeton University Press, 1977) rozvija tézu, ako nie-
kolki eurépski myslitelia reagovali na spolocenské a politické problémy svojej doby po-
kusom preorientovat hlavné kategorie analyzy ludského spravania a k nim zodpoveda-
juice politické hodnoty a presmerovat diskurz od vasni smerom k zaujmom. Tato téza
a jej spracovanie ma natolko oslovili, Ze spomedzi niekolkych spolo¢enskovednych
a humanitnych smerov, ktorym som sa v tom ¢ase venovala, som sa rozhodla pre poli-
tickd tedriu ako svoj hlavny odbor $tidia a badania. Zistenie, Ze myslienky mozu zmenit
dejiny, ma nadchyna dodnes. A Hirschmanova kniha mi stale nedava spat, aj ked teraz
uz z inych dévodov. Mozno aj dnes zmenit dejiny zmenou kategérii a hodnot? A aké
hodnoty a kategdrie by to mali byt, ak tie, ktoré tak nadchli Montesquieua, ¢i $kotskych
osvietencov vratane Adama Smitha, sa nam dnes javia skor ako problém nez rieSenie.
Aj ked'tento text nam priamo neda odpoved na tieto otazky, nauci nas rozmyslat sposo-
bom, ktory nas tam dovedie. A prave to je to, ¢im sa dobré texty liSia od tych ostatnych
a ¢o pre mna najleps$ie charakterizuje ¢asopis Kritika & Kontext. A preto jej prajem
vSetko najlepsie.

THE PROBLEM IS TO KNOW
WHAT TO READ

Kamila Stullerova

Kritika & Kontext is 20! In other eras, 20 years might span
a rather uneventful period. But Kritika came into existence at
a time when the internet admittedly already existed, but few con-
sidered it their main source of information; at a time when bor-
ders were already open, but few of us were able to make use of
this for more than tourism. During Meciar’s government it was
almost impossible to study abroad, including in the Czech Re-
public. As a result, most foreign books and articles were un-
available to us. Thus, Kritika shaped at least one generation of
those interested in reflection on and analysis of public issues, and
in the thinking inspired by these. I had the good luck to belong
to this generation. My debt to Kritika, and to the Society for
Higher Learning that was tied to Kritika in more than one way,
including sharing its offices on Medena Street, is enormous. They
crucially expanded my horizons and directed my interests.

But times have changed, the Society for Higher Learning was
replaced by BISLA, and Kritika, too, has a more suitable home.
Globalization and communication have brought about even
more fundamental changes. It might seem that a journal like Kri-
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tika no longer has place in this world. After all, everything can be accessed online - even
if it is not always for free. But the key problem is not the fact that online content is locked
behind paywalls, even if without institutional subscription access to articles in the social
sciences is practically impossible. In an era of excessive information and abundance of
texts and opinions, the chief problem is to know what to read. I see this with my students.
They need perhaps even more guidance in what and how to read, how to orientate them-
selves in the maze of texts of differing quality, than the generations before them. And this
guidance is also needed by the rest of us, including those of us whose professions aim at
cultivating and expanding knowledge. We are ever so narrowly specialised and are losing
the wider context. And because of this I wish Kritika ¢» Kontext at least 20 further years
of existence.

To commemorate the anniversary, I would like to direct Kritika’s readers to a text that
vcrucially shaped my professional orientation and actually my whole life. When I started
reading this 150-page book for the first time, one autumn evening in Budapest in 2000,
it captivated me so much that I could not put it down, and read it overnight. Albert O.
Hirschman’s book The Passions and the Interests: Political Arguments for Capitalism before
Its Triumph (Princeton University Press, 1977) addresses the thesis that several European
thinkers responded to the social and political problems of their times by trying to reorient
the main categories of analysing human behaviour and related political values, and by
trying to redirect the discourse from that of human passions to that of interests. This thesis
and the way it was developed appealed to me so much that out of the several social
scientific and humanities fields I was studying at that time I decided on political theory
as the principal area of my study and research. I am still amazed by the discovery that
ideas can crucially impact history. And Hirschman’s book is still taking away my sleep,
although now for different reasons. Can a change of categories and values still change his-
tory today? And what values and categories should these be when those that appealed so
much to Montesquieu or the Scottish Enlightenment, which included Adam Smith among
others, are today perceived more as part of the problem than a solution? Even if this text
does not give direct answers to questions like these, it teaches us to think in a way that
will lead us there. And this is precisely what distinguishes good texts from others, and
what best characterizes the journal Kritika ¢» Kontext. Because of this, I wish Kritika many
happy returns of the day.

Aberystwyth, Wales, United Kingdom



