I HAVE LEARNED
MORE FROM YOU
THAN YOU CAN
POSSIBLY KNOW

Jon Stewart
BISLA Convocation, Speech,
June 23, 2021

Dear honored rector, students, parents and
family members, colleagues, administrators,
and friends,

I am honored to have this opportunity to
say some words on this special occasion since
I have greatly enjoyed working with this graduating class during their studies over these last
three years at BISLA. There are many people here, but I ask you kindly to allow me to address
my words today primarily to the students, whose achievements we are here to celebrate. As
these students themselves will testify, I am not fond of giving long speeches or lectures, and
so I will try to make my remarks brief.

Dear graduating students, we have come a long way together over these years, and
I am delighted to see you today and to reflect on the wonderful things that you have
learned and accomplished in your time here. I salute you for your hard work, your
diligence, and your dedication in your studies.

Throughout these years, you and I have struggled together to understand some difficult
texts, such as your old favorite Hegel; we have laughed together at Klingemann’s The
Nightwatches; we have been amused by Kierkegaard’s playful prose, and we have been
inspired by thinkers like Feuerbach, Nietzsche, Sartre, Camus, and many others. While it
has not always been easy, you have consistently shared my belief that learning can be fun,
and this has always helped us to maintain a positive and enjoyable classroom atmosphere.
I thank you all for this, especially since, as we all know, the Covid pandemic has made our
work conditions very difficult in the last few semesters, and this has taken its toll on all of us.

I would like to talk today about education, and what lessons it holds that can continue
to be relevant for you now as you are leaving BISLA. In our classes together we have tried
to follow a model where teaching and learning are to be regarded as a group enterprise,
in which everyone in the class participates equally. We as teacher and students have
regarded each other as equal partners in the process of learning. My working assumption
has always been that everyone knows things that are important and valuable, and these
things are also relevant for the subject matter of the course. Thus, everyone has something
to contribute, even if they do not immediately know it. For me, it is important that the
classroom atmosphere is positive and that you know that you are always respected for
both what you know and for your hard work.

John Stewart
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On this model there is really no need for me as instructor to lecture, apart perhaps
from saying a few basic things to set the context of the issue or the work to be discussed.
Instead, the role of the instructor shifts to one of a discussion leader, who encourages
everyone to present their own views and helps them to understand the broader relevance
and importance of them. Throughout the courses we have had together, all of you have
been excellent at making connections among the different assigned texts for the course,
often noting similarities to texts that we read in previous semesters or to other texts that
you have read in your other classes or even on your own outside class. These connections
and comments have been very insightful and have demonstrated a lot of independent
reflection and thought. With this method, you have been able to retain better the
knowledge that you have learned since you are continuously engaged in it and building
up different frameworks or networks of information in your own minds that you can
regularly activate as you continue to learn new things. In the in-class discussions I was
repeatedly delighted to see to how textual passages which I had read many, many times
over the years suddenly took on a new meaning and a greater significance than I ever
imagined due to your original and insightful interpretations. Through your years at BISLA
you have been able to improve your reading skills, your critical thinking skills, your public
speaking skills, along with your logical and reasoning skills. You have gained practice in
developing your interpretation and opinions and defending them with arguments and
textual evidence. On the exams and essays you have gained practice with your academic
writing skills. All of these are important transferable skills that are valuable in numerous
work-related contexts, and here at BISLA you have all created a solid basis with these upon
which to build for the future. Moreover, all of these skills are independent of the massive
body of content knowledge that you have learned as well.
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So based on these simple observations, what is my message to you students as you
prepare to leave BISLA and go out into the world? First, I would remind you of what you
already know since you have demonstrated it many times, namely, remember to take
responsibility for your own education and your own path. The model of teaching and
learning that I just discussed would never work if you all just sat back and expected the
teacher to come to you and tell you everything that you needed to know. Instead, you all
know well that if you are ever going to learn anything you have to be proactive and do the
work in order to learn. The teacher cannot read the book for you, nor can the teacher
bring that information into your heads, nor can the teacher think for you. You must do
these things yourselves.

I belabor this point since there is an important analogy to life in general. I don’t have
to tell you that as you go out into the world, the world will sometimes offer you resistance
and pushback. Nobody immediately becomes successful, rich, and famous just by wanting
to be. Here again you need to be proactive in anything that you decide that you want to
do. If you want success, then you have to go out and find a way to get it for yourselves.
This is my first message: as you have taken personal responsibility for your own education
by working hard and learning on your own, so also must you take the same responsibility
towards your career goals and objectives. Find what you have a burning desire to do and
then find a way to do it. No one else can do this for you. You have to do it on your own.

My second message is related to the first. In certain contexts, it can sometimes be
difficult to express your views or to assert yourselves. But you students have repeatedly
shown the great things that you can do if you apply yourself to any task. I have been
privileged to see your development over the years and to share your joy in understanding
something new or in writing a successful academic paper. We have worked together as
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equal partners to learn things in our classes. You have every reason to have great faith in
yourself and your abilities. So I enjoin you to always remember this when you are out in
the world and you are perhaps feeling disappointed or sad that things have not gone the
way you would have liked. There will always be moments like this for everyone. Of course,
be prepared for a few setbacks since unfortunately the world is not always a just place
where talent and hard work are always rewarded, but above all do not let this lead you to
doubt your own abilities. Each and every one of you is a wonderfully gifted person with
tremendous potential. I am completely confident that you can be successful in whatever
you do. I emphasize this point because when you go out into the world, it is important
that you are confident and believe in yourselves for the simple reason that if you do not,
then you cannot expect other people to do so. Like reading a book and thinking about it,
believing in yourself is again something that you have to do alone as an individual, and
no one else can do it for you.

So I enjoin you to remember these things that you have learned in our classes here at
BISLA: be proactive and take responsibility for pursuing your goals, and never allow
anyone to convince you that you are less than you are. Always believe in yourselves and
what you have learned. No one can ever take that away from you. But ultimately, [ am not
telling you anything that you do not already know. You can regard this as a plea for Socratic
recollection. Just remember this from time to time.

With this I wish you all the best in your future pursuits, and I hope that as you go out
into the world you will not forget me, your old teacher and fellow classmate, and will
sometimes write to tell me how you are doing. I'm very proud of each and every one of
you, and I have learned more from you than you can possibly know. It has been an honor
and a pleasure to work with you all. Thank-you.



NAUCIL SOM SA OD VAS VIAC,
AKO SI VIETE PREDSTAVIT
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Vazeny pan rektor, Studenti, rodicia a pribuzni, kolegovia a priatelia,

citim sa pocteny, Ze mozem povedat par slov pri tejto $pecialnej udalosti. S velkym po-
teSenim som pracoval s Cerstvo promujucimi absolventmi pocas ich trojro¢ného studia na
BISLA. Dovolte mi adresovat nasledujuce slova prave im, dnes tu spolo¢ne oslavujeme ich
uspechy. Aj tito Studenti vedia, Ze nemam rad prili§ dlhé preslovy a prednasky, preto sa po-
kasim byt stru¢ny.

Mili absolventi, za tieto tri roky sme spolu presli dlht cestu a je pre mna potesenim
vidiet vas tu dnes a reflektovat vSetky tie izasné veci, ktoré ste sa naucili a dosiahli pocas
§tudia. Vzdavam poctu vasej tvrdej praci, vasej usilovnosti a vasej huzevnatosti.

Pocas tychto rokov sme sa spolu trapili pri pochopeni naro¢nych textov, ako napriklad
vasho starého oblubenca Hegela, smiali sme sa spolu na Klingemannovych No¢nych
hliadkach, pobavili sa Kierkegaardovou hravou prézou a nasli sme inSpiraciu u myslitelov,
akymi boli Feuerbach, Nietzsche, Sartre, Camus a u mnohych dalsich. Je sice pravda, Ze
to nebolo vzdy jednoduché, zdielali ste v§ak so mnou nazor, Ze u¢enie moze byt zabavou,
¢o mi pomahalo udrziavat pozitivnu a uvolnent atmosféru. Za toto vam vsetkym dakujem
o to viac, zZe v dosledku pandémie covid-19 sme mali podmienky na pracu velmi zlozité,
¢o si vybralo svoju dan u kazdého jedného z nas.

Chcel by som dnes este hovorit o vzdeldvani a o ponauceniach, ktoré vdm v suvislosti
s nim ostanu, ked opustite BISLA. Na nasich hodinach sme sa vzdy snazili postupovat
podla modelu vyucby, kde sa vyucba a ucenie sa povazuje za skupinovt hru, pri ktorej sa
kazdy zapaja rovnako pocas vyuc¢ovacej hodiny. Pritom sme sa ucitel aj Studenti povazovali
navzajom za rovnocennych partnerov. Podla mojho nazoru kazdy vie, ktoré veci su do-
lezité a hodnotné, a teda aj relevantné k preberanému ucivu. Takze kazdy mal ¢im prispiet,
hoci to mozno ihned nevedel. Pre mna je dolezité, aby bola atmosféra v triede pozitivna
a aby ste vedeli, ze ste vzdy reSpektovani za svoju tvrdd pracu a vedomosti.

Tento model nevyzaduje byt predndsajiucim, mozno az na objasnenie zopar zaklad-
nych veci, tykajucich sa kontextu problematiky alebo textu, o ktorom sa diskutuje. Na-
miesto toho sa rola prednasajuceho meni na veduceho diskusie, ktory vsetkych povzbu-
dzuje, aby odprezentovali vlastny pohlad na vec a pomaha im pochopit $ir$iu relevantnost
a dolezitost rozoberanej témy. Pocas nasich spolo¢nych kurzov kazdy jeden z vas exce-
lentne vytvaral spojitosti medzi roznymi textmi pre dany kurz a ¢asto ste poukazovali na
podobnosti s textmi, ktorymi sme sa zaoberali v predoslych semestroch alebo aj s tymi,
ktoré ste ¢itali vo svojom volnom ¢ase mimo $koly. Tieto spojitosti a komentare boli velmi
obohacujuce a demonstrovali velku davku nezavislého uvazovania a reflexie. Vdaka tejto
metdde ste ziskali a uchovali si poznatky edte lepsie, lebo s nimi kontinualne pracujete
a budujete si rozne systémy alebo siete informacii vo vasej mysli, ktoré viete aktivovat pri
uceni sa novych veci. Bolo mi potesenim vidiet, ako pocas triednych diskusi pasaze textov,
ktoré som precital uz velakrat, zrazu vdaka vasim originalnym a hibavym interpretaciam
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ziskali novy vyznam a vacsiu dolezitost, ako som si kedykolvek predstavoval. Pocas studia
na BISLA ste si zlepsili logické a argumentacné schopnosti, zru¢nosti v studiu textov,
v kritickom mysleni a vo verejnom vystupovani. Ziskali ste prax vo vytvarani vlastnej in-
terpretacie a nazorov a v tom, ako si ich obhajit argumentaciou a textovymi dokazmi. Pri
pisani eseji a testov ste ziskali prax v akademickom pisani. Vsetky tieto zru¢nosti mozno
preniest do praxe a vytvaraju pevny zaklad, na ktorom budete stavat v budicnosti. V ne-
poslednom rade ste okrem vsetkych tychto zru¢nosti ziskali aj mnoho novych poznatkov.

Co vdm na zaklade tohto vietkého chcem odkazat, ked optistate BISLA a chystéte sa
odist do sveta? V prvom rade by som vam chcel pripomenut nieco, ¢o uz urdite viete,
kedze ste to uz ukazali velakrat, a to prevziat na seba zodpovednost za svoje vzdelanie
a svoju cestu. Model vyucby a ucenia sa, o ktorom som hovoril, by nikdy nefungoval, keby
ste len sedeli a ocakavali od ucitela, Ze pride a povie vam vsetko, o potrebujete vediet.
Namiesto toho, vy vietci dobre viete, Ze ak sa chcete niekedy nieco naucit, musite byt pro-
aktivnia vydriet si to. U¢itel nemdze za vas precitat knihu, nemdze vam naliat informacie
do hlavy a ani nemoze za vas mysliet. To vSetko musite spravit sami.

Toto by som rad este rozvinul, pretoze to vhimam ako dolezitu analégiu so Zivotom
ako takym.

Nemusim vam hovorit, Ze ked vykrocite do sveta, okolnosti vam niekedy nedopraju
a dostavi sa aj neuspech. Nikto sa nestane okamzite uspe$nym, bohatym a slavnym, len
tym, Ze chce. Musite byt proaktivni vo v§etkom, ¢o sa odhodlate robit. Ak tuzite po uspe-
chu, musite si najst k nemu vlastnu cestu. A toto je moj prvy odkaz: tak ako ste tvrdou
pracou a samovzdeldvanim prevzali zodpovednost za svoje vzdelanie, takisto musite pre-
vziat zodpovednost za svoje kariérne ciele a zdmery. Najdite si nieco, po ¢om dychtite
a ndjdite si cestu, ako to naplnit. Nikto iny to za vas urobit nevie, musite to spravit sami.

Moj druhy odkaz stvisi s tym prvym. Za réznych okolnosti nemusi byt jednoduché
prejavit svoj uhol pohladu a presadit sa. Ale vy, $tudenti, ste opakovane ukazali, ze viete
dosiahnut velké ciele, ak si to zaumienite. Bolo mi ctou vidiet, ako sa vyvijate pocas tychto
rokov a zdielat s vami radost pri porozumeni niecoho nového alebo pri napisani ispesnej
akademickej prace. Na nasich hodinach sme spolupracovali ako rovnocenni partneri. Mate
absolutne pravo verit vsamych seba a svoje schopnosti. Pamitajte na to, ked sa budete citit
sklamani alebo smutni, Ze veci nesli tak, ako ste si predstavovali. Takéto chvile zazije kazdy.
Samozrejme, budte pripraveni na zopar prekazok, kedZze svet, bohuzial, nie je vzdy spra-
vodlivy. Nikdy v§ak nedovolte, aby vés to odradilo od viery vo svoje schopnosti. Kazdy je-
den z vas je neuveritelne nadany a mé obrovsky potencial. Som si absolutne isty, ze budete
uspesni v comkolvek, ¢o budete robit. Este raz podciarkujem, budte sebavedomi a verte
si, uzlen zjednoduchého dovodou, ze ak nie, nemdzete to ocakavat od ostatnych Iudi. Verit
vsamého seba je ako ¢itat knihu, musite to spravit sami za seba, nikto iny to za vas neurobi.

Kladiem vam na srdce, aby ste si zapamatali, ¢o ste sa poc¢as hodin na BISLA nau¢ili:
budte proaktivni a zodpovedne sledujte vlastné ciele a nikdy nikomu nedovolte, aby vas
presveddil, Ze ste menej, ako naozaj ste. Vzdy verte v samych seba a v to, ¢o ste sa naucili.
Toto vam nikto nemdze vziat. Viem, nehovorim vam nic, ¢o uz neviete. Iba si na to z ¢asu
na ¢as spomente. Povazujte to za prosbu o sokratovské rozpomenutie.

Zelém vdm len to najlepsie vo vsetkych vasich buducich aktivitach a dufam, ze ked poj-
dete do sveta, nezabudnete na mna, na vasho starého ucitela a spoluziaka a Ze mi ob¢as na-
pisete, ako sa vam dari. Som velmi hrdy na kazdého jedného z vas. Naucil som sa od vas
viac, ako si viete predstavit. Bolo mi ctou a pote$enim s vami spolupracovat. Dakujem.

Z anglického origindlu preloZil Kristof Sucha



