TERMS AND DEFINITIONS OF LIBERAL ARTS

Artes Liberales. The guiding philosophy of medieval higher education, practiced in all the early
universities, starting with Bologna, Salamanca, Paris, and Oxford. It was the education of free men -
virtuous, knowledgeable, and articulate - who could contribute to the common good, i.e. benefiting
both society and the individual. It required the study of seven essential disciplines that, when combined,
represented the knowledge of a learned person. The three of these seven, the trivium, related

to thinking and communicating: logic, grammar, and rhetoric. The other four, the quadrivium, involved
an understanding of physical reality: arithmetic, music, geometry, and astronomy. The seven liberal arts
also served as preparation for the study of the three ‘practical’ or professional studies: law, medicine,
and theology.

Liberal Arts. Modern liberal arts is related to, but also distinct from, the original artes liberales.

It developed during 19% century in the USA. The main features of this form of education are small
classes, gradual specialization in a major subject, and interaction among teachers and students,
sometimes called student-based learning. In the USA, it takes the form of four years of study resulting

in a bachelor’s degree and is offered at over a thousand relatively small liberal arts colleges. In the wake
of the Bologna Declaration in 1999, liberal arts emerged (or re-emerged) in Europe, where studies
typically last three years, at around 60 European colleges and universities. There are a few liberal arts
colleges in Asia, including in China, Hong Kong, South Korea, Singapore and Japan, several of which
cooperate with ECOLAS.

Liberal Arts and Sciences (LAS). This is a name often used in Europe, to show that liberal arts
studies can encompass not only social sciences and humanities but also natural sciences. (However,
not all liberal arts programs in Europe deem it essential to include natural sciences.)

Liberal Studies/Education (LS). Another name for the study of liberal arts, which also (harking back
to the Latin term ‘artes liberales’) is translated in various languages as ‘free arts’, or even ‘fundamental
arts’, both for historical and linguistic reasons. This in part stems from a desire not to confuse and
conflate liberal arts studies with liberalism - a political philosophy that emerged several centuries after
the academic subjects of the original artes liberales which are more the progeny of Plato’s Academy and
Aristotle’s Lyceum than ideological theories legitimizing political power.

Liberalism. A political philosophy formulated in the 18™ and 19'" centuries that stresses individual
freedom, equality before the law, and the consent of the monarch to the will of the citizens. Originally,
it was not democratic and the ‘freedom’ applied only to a small group of noble ‘free citizens’ - the
liberals. Modern liberalism became liberal democracy, espousing a wide array of principles, including
human and civil rights, the welfare state and a regulated market economy. Although distinct in origin
and focus, one can say that the principles of liberal arts are congruent with the basic premises of liberal
democracy. They share common ethical and moral principles, and respect for individual freedom - all
indispensable preconditions for learning and imagination free of dogma and political and ideological
harassment. For this reason, liberal arts studies are precarious or even impossible in countries with
non-democratic or authoritarian regimes.
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NAZVY A DEFINICIE LIBERALNYCH UMENI

Artes Liberales. Koncept vjucby na vSetkych stredovekych eurdpskych univerzitach ako Bologna,
Salamanca, Pariz ¢i Oxford. Vzdelavanie pre slobodne zmyslajicich ludi - cnostnych, erudovanych

a vyrecnych, ktori sa stani prinosom pre verejné blaho, teda aj pre spolocnost aj pre jednotlivca.

Artes Liberales pozostava zo Stiidia siedmich zakladnych - fundamentalnych predmetov, ktorych kom-
binacia mala zabezpecit vedomosti vzdelanej osoby. Tri zo siedmich tvorili Trivium obsahuijiice poznanie
a komunikdciu: logiku, gramatiku a rétoriku. Zostavajice Styri tzv. Quadrivium zahfiiali pochopenie hmot-
nej reality: aritmetika, hudba, geometria a astrondmia. Sedem liberalnych umeni bolo taktieZ pripravou
na tri ,praktické“ alebo profesionalne povolania: pravo, medecina a teoldgia.

Liberalne umenia. Moderné Liberalne umenia (Liberal Arts) sd pribuzné, no zaroven odlisné

od povodnych Artes Liberales a sformovali sa do dneSnej podoby pocas 19. storocia v USA. Podstatu
tohto Stddia tvoria malé seminarne triedy, postupna Specializacia Studenta pri vybere hlavného smeru

a intenzivny vztah medzi ucitelom a Studentmi. V USA je to Stvorroéné bakalarske Stiidium na viac ako
tisicich malych Liberal Arts College. Po podpisani Bolonskej deklaracie v roku 1999 sa Liberalne umenia
objavili, alebo mdzeme povedat znovuobjavili, aj v Eurépe, kde poskytuji trojrocné bakalarske Stidium
na vySe 60 eurdpskych univerzitach alebo Skolach (Colleges). Existuje aj niekol'ko univerzit, ktoré posky-
tujii Liberalne umenia v Azii vratane Ciny, Hong Kongu, Junej Kérey, Singapuru a Japonska a niektoré

z nich spolupracuje s ECOLAS.

Liberalne umenia a vedy (LAS) Eurdpsky nazov zauzivany pre Stidium Liberalnych umeni. Kladie sa
v lom doraz na vjucbu nielen socidlnych a humanitnych vied, ale aj prirodnych vied. (Treba zddraznit, Ze
nie vSetky tieto programy v Eurdpe povazuji prirodné vedy za nevyhnutné pre Stadium Liberalnych umeni.)

Liberalne tidia/vzdelavanie (LS). Dal3f ziednoduSeny nézov pre $tidium Liberalnych ument.
Napokon nazov Liberal Arts alebo Artes Liberales sa v roznych jazykoch preklada ako ,slobodné umenia“,
dokonca ,fundamentalne umenia“, bud' z historického alebo lingvistického dovodu. V neposlednom rade
aj preto, aby sa Stadium Liberalnych umeni nezamienalo Ci nespajalo s liberalizmom — ideoldgiou, ktora
vznikla o niekolko storocCi neskor ako akademické Stidia Artes Liberales, ktoré nadvézovali na Platonovu
Academiu a Aristotelove Liceum, a nie na potrebu legitimizacie politickej moci ideoldgiami.

Liberalizmus. Politickd ideoldgia sformulovana koncom 18. a zaciatkom 19. storocia. Zddraziovala
osobni slobodu, rovnost pred zadkonom a podriadenie sa panovnika voli obcanov. Povodne liberalizmus
nebol demokraticky a ,sloboda“ sa tykala malej skupiny urodzenych ,slobodnych obcanov, teda
liberalov. Moderny liberalizmus sa postupne transformoval na liberalnu demokraciu zahfiajticu Sirok
Skalu principov ako ludské a obCianske prava, socialne zabezpecenie a regulované trhové hospodarstvo.
Hoci sa liberdlne Stidid liSia povodom a zameranim, mozno povedat, Ze si kompatibilné s principmi
liberalnej demokracie. Zdielaji spolocné etické a moralne principy a zdoraziujd individualnu slobodu -
nevyhnutné predpoklady pre vzdelavanie chranené pred dogmami a politickou a ideologickou Sikanou.
Aj preto je Stddium Liberalnych umeni problematické, ba az nemozné v krajinach s nedemokratickym i
autoritativnym politickym zriadenim.
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